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PREFACE 


Redulity and Scepticiſm, are two dangerous Shelves, which it concerns all 
Rational Men equaly to decline : The firſt of theſe is the Origine of Super- 
ftition, and main prop of Error ; and the ſecond is the _— of Irrelig ion 
and Impiety. To ſhun both theſe Extremes, we muſt fourd our Belief on 
a ſure bottom, and take care that our Doubts do not exceed the Limits of Prudence. 
We muſt always obſerve to put a difference betwixt the DoRtrines delivered to us from 
God, and Humane Inſtitutions, and ſuſpend our Fudgment till we clearly under- 
ſtand the Truth of the Matter. - wo 

There are ſome, that at this time call in queſtion of the Chriftian Relt- 
gion, that they may appear the only Wits, before they God's deſign in the Re- 
velation, or the true Fundamental Do&rines of it. They weigh the Holy Scripture in 
a falſe Balance, not by it ſelf, but by the jarring Opinions of ſeveral Chriftians 
they converſe with. They careleſly overlook the great Truths the Goſpel teaches us, 
viz. That there is a God, and an Ecernal Life, Rarified and Confirmed by the 
Death and Reſurrection of Chriit ; and that we mait be entirely good Men,- if 
we ever bope to bs parcakers of ir, But they judge of it by other | Doftrimes, 
grounded upon figurative Expreſſions, which may admit another Senſe not at all re- 
pugnant to the Fundamental Articles it teaches in words, whoſe meaning is indiſ- 

utable. 
F If before they ſet themſelves to doube of this, they had but acquainted themſelves, 
as eafily they might, that Revelation was propoſed to no other end, than to. give ſuf- 
ficient proofs of an eternal Life, and examin'd the ftrength of theſe proofs, they had 
diſcaver'd ſo much Wiſdom in the contrivance and atchievement of thu deſign, that 
it would coft them ſome time to conſider what Party to adhere to, before they bad 
concluded to diſcard. it. 

We bave dine our beft Endeavours to give juft Ideas of the Death of Chrift, to 
prevent many from ſo precipitate a Fudgment. in a buſineſs of ſo great Importance 3 
and to induce others to forſake their Prejudices. 
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” Death bea Scandal to ſome, and Foly to others,” et for all that, it was the main 
; of God, or rather bs great Mafter-piece,. _ . A” 

287 mo#t cenſiderable Texts,- which mention the Dggth ef Chrif# ave here ex- 
plained: If any re fffpure rhe meaning we" have 16 any of thim, te are 
ready, with all Meehneſs and Candowr, to give our. Reaſons of it. We have bint- 
ed at thoſe Reaſons in ſome places but ſlightly, becauſe ſo exatt a diſcuſſion had cars 
ried 11: toofar, bad interrupted the Chaun of our Diſcourſe, and hinder'd us of our 
aim, which was, in few words, to give the Deifts, who trouble mot their beads 
with the Dilor1tes amongit us Chriftians, clear Notions of Chrift's Death. 

We are wery confident, we have laid down nothing in this whole Traft, bat 
what anſwers to Got; great Deſign in the Revelation, and what ingages us in 
Piety; by which wo 4 5 0n4 ay certainly judge "of the Trinh of a 
Doftrine. If God chrefiy defi; d to give us undeniable proofs of another Life, 
to make nu; Gotd, and Vertnow, to the enil we may attain that Happineſs, we mutt 
neceſſarily own thas Chrift's Death being God's great Deſizn, it ought not to miſ; of 
theſe Ends ; and conſequently, the Method we bave taken to Explain it, is the beft, 
fince it maine ains God's yreat Purpoſe, and it 2 valid Proof of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, and a powerful Excitement to the PraRtice of Vertue. 

The Notion we have given of this Death, conſidered as a Sactifice, hath tha re- 
warkable in it, That tho" it oppoſes the commonly received Opinion of many Chri- 
ftians, yet it does met-at all leſſen the valne of Chrift's Blaod: On the contrary, 
it vindicates God's Wiſdom, in the permitting of it to be ſpil'd, takes away 
from Sinners all Security, "und removes ll the great Abuſes, which Mens Avarice 
hath introduced into Relighghy by ths means. 

We have taken | in Anſamering the OljeFions of the Deiſts, be- 
cauſe ' that was the ſole Difign of thu Treatiſe. We begun it by giving « 
clear Notion of Chriſt's Death ; for thu ſeems mvre Natural, in ef .; to the 
marring all the Tluſions which Men could frame, to ſhun the ſtrength of the 
Proof of Chrift”s Martyrdom. 

If the Death of the Mefliah be the Effet of an Infinite Wiſdom, "th not 
to be denied, that the right underſtanding of it, is one of the beſt, of the 
more perfet and moſt neceſſary of all Knowledoe ; th richly worth a Mans 
while, to Employ a bn Care to know God, in the full Extent of bi Per- 
feftions. Since God 4th 71cen fo fair a Repreſentation of himſelf, "tis unreas 
fonable to withdraw our Eyes from ſo Bleſſed a Viſion. If God, through preat 
Tenderneſ; and Clemeney, hath done move for us than could be expeied of 
him, as to manifeſt himſelf in ſo wonderful a manner, the leaſt Gratitude we 
can ſhew, is to beſtow ſome few moments on the due Conſideration of tha ' great 
Deſign; fer we ſhall be inexcuſable, if ſpending ſo much time in trivial Wm- 
ployments, we neglet to beſlow a few Hours in ſuch an Important one. 

We know the Croſs of Chriſt deter s Men, who only pleaſe themſelves with 
euriow and profound Sciences, "Tis true indeed, at the firſt fight, it preſents 
us with a Crucifyd Man, dealt with as the worſt of Slaves ; but let us 
draw back the Curtain, and dive into the Reaſons of Chriſt's Death, and 
We 
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the Greatneſs and Wiſdom of it, 
... The' tho- moſt pert of Men bave imbibed many Prejudices, and for that 
reaſon oppoſed the Truth ; the ſimple and natura! way, we have taken to treat 
of ſo bigh a ſubjeft, may, perhaps, contribite to make it known, and render 
Mew Lovers of it. If all Men would agree to this Truth, That God bath 
propes'd mothing neceſſary to Salvation beyond the Capacity of their Under- 
ſtanding, . end Revealed himſelf that we might underftand him, perhaps they 
would Examine Religion themſe/ves, and not take it upon Truft ; and after 
their due Examination, they would conceive more Zeal for the Truch, and 
greater Love for God, when they confider that be hath Revealed nothing, bhe 
- -tobag conſonant to Reaſon, . and alſo moſt worthy of the moſt perfet? 
eing. 

Theſe are things of which we have . a ſufficient Prooft to the Deifts, who 
pretending to ſolid Reaſon, and to be difingaged from any particular Syſtem, we 
hope they will Examine the Chriſtian Religion, as we have preſemed it to their 
view, and agree it contains nothing, bur what i: highly reafonable 

If we bave not the Happineſs to perſwade them, yer this will be a great Sa- 
tiifaftion to us, that we have endeavour 4 for God's "Glory, to make known bis 
Deſign with all the clearneſs and ſimplicity we were capable of. 

I beg of all Chriſtians, who bave. other thoughts of Chrifts Death, they 
would conſider, that the only deſign of this Treatiſe, is to advance God s Glory, 
to clear the Truth, and procure the Salvation of all Men ; that ſeeing our 
good intention, they may not be ſcandali;d at firſt, if they meet with ſome 
Notsons diſegrecing from their own, but put on Charity worthy of the Diſci- 
ples of Chrift, and the beſt help in the Examination, and ſearching ous the 
Truth, which oftentimes blind Zeal, and ungovern'd Paſſion, binder us from 
diſcovering. 
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CHAT... 5 
Of the Canſe of the Unbelief of the Deiſts. 


) IS a very ſurprizing thing, that the Chriſtian Religion, which may 
very well be call'd God's Maſter-piece, ſhould be ro this Day tbe 
Stumbling-Block of the Fexs, and the Scorn of other Unbelievers. 
When we fee Chriſt's DoQtrine flying like Lightening'from Eaft ro 

Weſt, deftroying the Heathen Idols, and Converting a great part of the World, 

we cannot bur admire the extent, aud (wiftneſs of its queſts, and confels 

this is God's doing. Bat when we coufider what is acted in theſe our Times, 
the ſmall progreſs of the Goſpel, I will not ſay among Infidel, but in Chriſten- 
dom ir (elf, *ris beyond all wander that its Doctrine, which carries with it fo 
many proofs of its Truth, ſhould be call'd in queſtion by ſome, and that irs 

Laws, which are ſo Holy, ſhould' be openly tranſgrefs'd by others. 

'Tis not very difficult to find out the Cauſe of Vice : Ler a Man but examine 
his own Heart, and be will ſoon diſcover it, Bur *tis not fo eafie ro know the 
faurce of Unbelief ; for the finding of it out requires not only Time, Learning, 
avd Thinking, but a folid Judgmettroo. Many relying. upob the great ſhare 
of Wir, they pretend to above others, di-believe the Golpel tro day, the verity 
of which perbaps rbey may be convincd of to morrow, if it be ſer our before 
them fn all its aaked fimpliciry : Since their want of Faith proceeds either from 
fome contradiction, which they find in a Ductrine they imagine contain'd in ir, 
or from ſome falſe Explications of ſome fandamenal Article, which, as dark 
Clouds,” Keep from them the cleareft tight of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
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Lut what pretence ſoever Men may make for their Unbelief, yer God's Pro- 
vidence is to be admir'd in this, which may take off many Prejudices ſome bave 
again!t Chriitian Retigion, That there is no Chrittian Sociery, which retuſes to 
ſu>{.be wo the Apoit/es Creed, Chrittians are divided among themtelyes in 
molt other things : Their Divines prerending ro expreis matters of Religion bet- 
rer than God bimſe!f, and more cleariy chan Chriſt the Aurhor of ir, have nor 
only alcribed ro their D2citions the lame Authority they give to rhe Scripture, bur 
are gone {lo far as r9 ule violeat means, when per{waſton will not do. Hid 
Chriltians kept c!o{z to their ficit Creed, we had never heard of thoſe Diipures 
2nd Divitious among them, which one cannot fee bur with an extream grief, 
White they wrangle one with another, Charity, the Efſence of Chriftianiry, is 
loft 3 and God being angry with the boldnels of Men, leaves them to the imagi- 
nation ot their bearts. So they come to forget Chrilt's Doctrine, and hold in 
its 1tcad Mens Conceits 3 Which are the caule of the Deifs unbelief, 

Let the Golpel be let forth in irs firſt Gmplicity, and with tbe ſame purity ir 
had proceeding from its Author's mouth, and it will ſoon make its firſt progrels, 
and wiumph ealily over ail che doubts, which men raile agaioft ics Doctrine. 
Truth being once reftor'd ro Men, Charity, its faithful Companion, ſhall rule, 
as it did, over their hearts, and ſhall adorn the Church with che fame Matk, or 
Live:y, by which Chriſt's Diſciples were firſt known. 

The greateit parc of Meb, for all the Prejudices they bring from their Child- 
hood, know very well, when they come to tae uſe of Reaion, both the weak- 
ne's, and abſurdities of tbe Doctrine taught them : Reaſon, being conſulted, 
gets the upper-hand, it often difcerns Falſhood, tho' for want of means it can- 
not find our, or diſcern Truth. 

The moſt part of Men of Wit in Italy are Deifts, becauſe knowing as other 
Chriſtian Religion, bur thar of their Church, they eafily apprehend the abſur- 
dicy of ir. I could heartily wiſh that thz falſe proſpect, in which the Death of 
our Saviour was preſented among us, had not produc'd ſo many ſuch. 

'Tis a moſt deplorable thing, to ſee the death of the Saviour of the World, 
whick is one of the greateſt proofs of the Chriſtian Religion,” made by the Deiſts 
an obj:Ction againſt it; and one of the ſtrongeſt props of the Goſpel, become 
one of the caules of its decay. This grear event, in which God s Wiſdom and 
Geoodnets are to be feen in all their ſplendor, when bcbeld in its 1rue light, 
offers nothirg to their eyes but Cruelty and Injuſtice, becaule it is fer before 
thera in a falte light. 

When Chridiaas, in order to give an Account of this Death, bring in the 
Necefluy of God's Jaftice being ſatisfied, the Dei preſently upbraid them 
with making God thirſting after Blood, and changing bis Nature. They tell 
them, that 1nftead of a moſt merciful Being, they make of him an inexorable 
Judge, armed withan avenging Juitice, whoſe revenge nothing bur blogd conld 
farisfie, There is no wonder, ſay they, that baving oaturally ihe Notion of a 
moſt perfect Being, we reject Revelation, which deſcribes him as a mercileſs 
Deity, and conſequently bereav'd of the greateſt of his Perfetions. 


I own, that many Chriſtians having miſ-apprehended the marrer, and ftretch- 
ed ir beyond irs true intent, have given roo much occafion ro the Deiſts obje- 
Qion : Bur they muſt own too, that God's attoniſhing way of ſaving Mankind, 
brought inſenfibly Chriſtians ro this opinion. They could not fee the Son of 
God dying ſuch a cruel Death, wirhour believing God's Juſtice required abſo- 
lately that (arisfaction ; and thinking that God, being as good as he is, bad ne- 
ver proceeded to ſuch an extremity, could he have forgiven (ins without the 
ſpilling of that molt precious Blood. 
Theſe confiderations (o far prevail'd with them, as ro keep them from refle- 
Qing upon the ſad conſequences, which may be deduced from their opinion. 
They did not mind that the-D trine of the ab(olate neceflity of ſatisfation ries 
the hands of Gad, hinders him from making ule of bis Righr, and robs bim of 
the glory he receives in ſhewing mercy. They miſtook his Nature, by making 
natural to him Avenging Jaltice, which be declares expreſly by the - Propher 
* 1/aiah, to be inconfittegt with his Attributes, ro be a ſtrange work to him. + 7,459 ,5. 
+ I have no pleaſure, ſaith he, in the death of bim that dieth. They are gone + Ezet. 18. 
ſo far as to give him the lie ro his face, when they hold that be cannot forgive 3*- 
fins without ſaca ſatisfaction, rho' he expreſly declares the contrary. {| I am|! 1/4-43-25- 
be that blatteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, And what is more, they 
ite ſer afide his Widdom, in the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, as the great 
D:. Sherlock hath very well obſerved. * If Fuſtice, ſays be, be ſo natural to *Tirar. of 
God, that nothing could ſatisfie him but the death of bs own Son, the Redemption * _ 
of the World by Chriſt may diſcover bn Fuſtice or his Goodneſs, but not by Wiſdom TH N "oe 
for Wiſdom conſiſts in the choice of the beſt and fitteſt means to attain an end, when 
there are more ways than one of doing it. But it requires no great Wiſdons to chuſe, 
when there is but one poſſible way. 
To avoid theſe conſequences, the moſt skilful Proteſtants, as Epiſcopius, Cour- 
celleus, and Limborch, and the Learnedeft of our Doctors, have rejected that 
Opinion, which gives ſach a notion of Juſtice as is perfectly new, and which 
does ſo much wrong to the Wiſdom of God, f Al Mankind, fays Dr. Sherlock, +1hid.p.31. 
have accounted it an AR of Goodneſs (without the leaft ſuſpicion of Injuſtice in it) 
to remit Imjurjes and Offences, without exatting any puniſhment : And that he is 
fo far from being Fuſt, that he is Cruel and Savaze, who will remit no Offence, 
till he hath ſatufied bu Revenge. He pars afterwards bis Adverſary in mind,that 
it follows from his Doctrine, || That he would not believe God himfelf, tho" be || Ibid p 33+ 
ſhould make never ſo many promiſes of being good and graciow to Sinners, unleſs 
he were ſure that he had firſt ſatufied by Reverge. He goes ſo far, as to charge 
bim with having the ſame Nation of Ged which Men bave of the Devil. The 
Sum of your Dofrine is, That God is all Love and Patience, when be hath taken 
hu fill of Revenge ; as others uſe to ſay, That the Devil is vefgood when he is pleaſed. 
The moſt Judicicus Dr. Ti//orfon, our late Archbiſhop, ſays poſitively, 
®* That God could have pardoned Sin without ſatufation made to bn Fuſtice, either «54,m,. con. 
by the Suffering of the Sinner himſcif, or of a Sacrifice in bs ſtead. cern rg the 
Indeed 'tis bard ro conceive that Clemency ſhoald be a fanlt in God, while-ir S2cr and 
makes Men the objects of our Love, Clemency, 1 ſay, which is one of God's Chis. 3 
B ane 70 
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greateſt Perfetions, which Chriſt exhorts us 10 imitate above all chings, ® Be 
ye perfet, even as your father which is in beaven 14 perfett, for be makes by Sun to 
riſe on the evil and on the good, &c. If it be one of the moſt noble perfecticas of 
God to do good to impenitent Sinners, how can the exerciſe of his Mercy :0- 
wards a penitent Creature be againit bis nature ? 

A Deijt will ſay ro me in this place, Your free Confeſſion furniſhes me with a 
fironger reaſvn to reject Revelation,than that I drew from the common Opinion 
of Chriſtians ; ſor if Chriſt's Death were not neceſſary to fſatisfic God's Juttice, 
if God could tind out ia bis Wiſdom another way to ſave Mankind, why did be 
expoſe ro Death a Juſt Man ? Were it got a great deal better to ler all the wicked 
periſh, than ro make the moſt innocent of all Creatures ſuffer in ſo cruel a man- 
ner ? Can ſuch dealings agree with the Notion you your ſelf give of a Good, 
Juſt, and Wiſe God ? If God out of his Goodneſs, does good to a Sinner, can 
one conceive that he would burt an innocent Perſon ? If bis Juſtice makes bim 
render to every one his dae, why does he not puniſh the Wicked wichout med- 
dling with tbe Juſt ? And if be could bave found out in bis Wiſdom another way 
to ſave Mankind, why, witbour being forc'd to it, did he give up to a moſt 
painful Death, Innocence, or rather Vertue ir (ſelf 2 Solve theſe difficulties, and 


- ſhew me that Chriſt's Death bath nothing io it, bur what is moſt agreeable with 


ſolid Reaſon, and the notion we have of the moit perfect Being, if you will have 
me to be a Chriſtian. 

Before we anſwer directly this Objection, which is one of the great obſtacles 
which deters Men from the Chriftian Religion, the Croſs being a Stembling- 
Block to ſome, and Fooliſhneſs ro others ; *tis very neceflary to inquire narrow- 
ly into this matter, and ſhow that Chriſt's Death, tho' ſurprizing at the firſt 
fight, is managed for all that by an admirable Providence, which ought ro con- 
vince all confidering Men, that God alone, out of love, could be the Author of 
ſach a deſign, and that none elſe but he could compals it with ſo much Wiſdom. 


CHAP. IL 
: Of the great deſign of God in the Revelation of the Goſpel. 


I will be cafie to convince Men of the great Truth fer down in the end of the 
foregoing Chapter, if they would be at the pains to inquire into the great 
Reaſons of God in Chrift's Death, by following only the notions which the Scrip- 
turegives us of ir. To ſhow the ſtrength of theſe Reaſons, I ſhall explain in 
few words God's gefgn in the Goſpel-diſpenſarion. 

Man baving made himſelf lizble tro Death through his fioful Diſobedience, God 
moved with the f his miſery, form'd a defign very worthy of his Good- 
neſs, He reſolved to ſet before them another Life, which would be not only 
free from the miſeries of this World, but furniſhed befides with every thing that 
might render an Intelligent and Rational Being bappy, and words by obrain'd 


upon ſuch eafie rerms as might reſtore the knowledge of God among Men, and 
make Piery flouriſh upon Earth agaio. 


There 


die. 
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There is no body but he mnſt egree with as, that this Defign hath nothing 
io it, bur what is moſt great, and worthy of the moſt perfect Being. Nothing 
claſhes bere with any of his PerfeCtions, but all things give us the higheſt rboughts 
one can have of God. His Goodneſs is to be ſeen here in the Supreme degree,as 
well as the greatneſsof his Power in the Promiſe of a ReſurreQion, by which he 
deſigns to make all Men bappy : His Wiſdom and his Holineſs ſhine forth too 
in the glorious means be uſes,both rocompals bis defign, and to reform Mankind. 

God baving ficlt form'd this great Deſign in bimſelf, the nexr thing to be 
done, was to make it known in {ach a manner, as ſhould convince any rational 
Man that this great Promiſe proceeded from him. Soon after the Fall, he Pro- 
miles « Redeemer, who ſhould come to reveal to all Men that glorious Immerea- 
tity. After bis promiſe, be ſtays above four thouſand Years before the fulfilling 
of ir, thar Men, after ſach a long expectation, ſhou!d look for ſomerbing extra- 
ordinary and great, and underftand that God was to ſhow forth in Chritt, what- 
ever bis Love and Wiſdom could ſuggeſt rohim for the good of his Creatures, 

Bur for fear the Promiſe of a Redeemer ſhould be forgotren in fo iong a time, 
and that the Meſſiah ſhould not be known at his coming, God took a ſpecial care 
ro prevent it, by often renewing bis Promiſe, and chufing a People which be ſe- 
parated for a while from all the reſt of the World, ro the intent that Chrift might 
be born among them. He made Abraham go from Chaldea to Canaan, and gave 
him a Son miraculouſly with this firm Promiſe, That from bis Pofterity ſhould 
come the Saviour of the World. Our of the Sons of Iſaac.he chote 7acob againſt 
Eſau bis elder Brother's pretenfions, that this diſtinction ſhould make bim to re- 
rain a more lively bope of that Redeemer. Out of the Sovs of Facob be choſe 
Fudab. Our of the Sons of Fudahb he ſets np David's Family npon the Throne, 
that the Me/[iah, coming from the Royal Blood, ſhould be the more eatily known 
by reaſon of the great care that would be taken to preſerve the Genealogy of the 
Royal Family. * Hence it is that God ſuffer'd, bur for a little while, the Tribe 

of Fudab's Captivity, while be left the ren others in rheir diſperfion. Bur what is 
more, God, by Denie/, declares expreſly, thetime of his coming ; by Micah, rhe 
place of bis Birth; and by the other Prophets, all rhe Marks or Characters which 
were to be in the Meſſiah, that all being found in Feſus, ſhould bea more ſtrong 
proof of bis Miſſion. 

The time allorted by God's Oracles being expired, the Meſſiah was born ar 
Bethlebem, the place foretold, of the Family of David, of a Virgin; that rhe no- 
velry of rbis Birth might ſhow, that he, who was born in ſach an extraordinary 
manner, whom God himſelf bad generated in the chaſte Womb of a Maid, was 
that Son of God,that promiſed Redeemer, which was in the Father's boſoms, as ſpeaks 
Sr. Fobm ; that is perfectly inſtructed in God's mind, acquainted with bis moft ſe- 
crer thonghts, and reveal'd ro Mankind the great defign of God to make them 
bappy, and the way bow to obrain that happineſs. 7 

Oar Saviour doth not confine his Promiſes withſn the narrow limits of this 
World ; this Life is too fhort ro make ns bappy ; but he makes us bope for all 
in Heaven, in which place the fear of - lofing our bappineſs ſhall nor diſturb us in 
the enjoyment of ir, He tells us, —__ Y bach appointed a Day to —_ 
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* 70h.5.31, 


} 16.v. 36. 
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Men, and make them appear before his Judgment-Seat ; upon which the Son 
ſhould fir himſelf, tro make every one give an Account of bis Works, all the 
Angels of God being round about him : And that after this Accouor, be ſhall Sen- 
rence them all, giving to ſome an immortal and glorious Life, and condemning 
others t0 an eternal and ſhameful Death. He proponnds to them all, the ways 
bow to avoid this Death, and enjoy that Life, upon very eafie Terms ; provi- 
ded they will believe, that he came from God to make known that Great De- 
fign, and do what he commands ; that is, be holy, juſt, and charitable. 

This is the grear Ain of Revelation,and the great Contents of Chriſt's Comy 
mifſion 53 God's Glory, and all Man's Interelt lying here at flake, God bath 
done whatever could be thought of, to convince Mankind of the Truth revealed 
by Chrift. 

Ler any one make as narrow enquiry as poſlible, to find our ſome other way 
ro certifie Poſterity of the Truth of ſome remarkable Event, we challenge all 
the Wir of Men, to propoſe other Means more likely to give us fironger Proofs, 
and greater Certainty, than the Proofs contained in the Goſpel. 

Our Saviour's Revelation was of too great moment to be beliey'd upon bis 
own Word ; be knew himſelf the Inſufficiency of bis own Teſtimony alone, * If 
I bear Witneſs of my ſelf, my Witneſs # not true. This is the Reaſon, why be tells 
the Fews, who did refuſe to believe in him, that befides the Teſtimony of Fobn 
the Baptift, and bis own, which by the Law of Moſes were ſufficient to reſtifie 
a thing, he had yet «greater Proof of. bis Miſlion : F For tbe Works which the 
Father hath given me to finiſh, the ſame Works that I do, bear Witneſs of me, that 
the Father hath ſent me. The great Sanbedrin , notwithſtanding their Malice, 
knew well: all the ftrength of this Proof : || This Man, lay they, doeth many Mi- 
racles ; if we let bim thus alone, all Men will believe in bim. Can one (ce the 
Lame walk, the Dumb ſpeak, the Blind recover their fight, and the Dead them- 
ſelves raiſed, wichout being conviaced that the Worker of ſuch Miracles comes 
from God ? | 

Man feels his own Weakneſs, and knows how far his Power can reach ; the 
ſgbr of a Miracle ſurpriſes-bim, and makes him look for the Author of it elſe- 
where than upon Earth ; he goes directly ro Ged, and deduces rhis wiſe Con- 
clifion, Thar he that works the Miracle comes from him : For therE 13 no like- 
libood, God would ſet bis Seal to the Authorifing of a Cheat, and giving Credit 
to at Impoſture, 

How firong ſoever theſe Proofs are,God did ſomerhing more to convince Man- 
kind : Miracles, no doubx, are very powerfal to-confirm the Truth God is plea- 
ſed to reveal ; but bow great ſoever they be, they are not our of the reach. of 


Mens Malice ; Poſterity may donbr of them, and the Eye-witneſſes themſelves. 


may ſay, they were the Works of ſome Magician, If the Fews were ſo wicked 
as to ſay, That Feſis caft out Devils by Beelzebub, no queſtion but their ſame 
malicious Spirit did ſaggeft ra-them other Pretences, to decline the ſtrength of his 
other Miracles. 

God baving foreſeen the ill-uſe they wonld make of this Proof, gave them- 
another, which was ont of the reach of their Malice ; He forgets, as it were, 


a little. 
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F lirtle while, that he is a Father, and lers his Son know, that he ought to die, 


bat his Death confirming the Trath of his Doctrine, ſhould be an undifparable 
Warrant of his Sincerity. 


CHAP. II. . 
Of the Firft and Great Reaſon of the Death of CHRIST. 


(zeP knowing the Hearts of all Men, and what would be the more proper 
ro take with them, could find no better way to convince them of the Ve- 
City of the Goſpel, than by bis own Son's Death. When it coſts a Man bis Life, 
to witneſs to the Tra:b of ſometbing that bath been done, the World will be apr 
to think, that that Man is very certain of what he lays down his Life for ; ocher- 
wiſe they would imagine, that it would be the bigheſt pitch of Madneſs for him, 
ro loſe his Life in witneſſing to a thing he bath not ſeen, and bad known to be 
falſe : God therefore gives our Saviour ſuch Aſſurance, as if be bad taken bim 
wp into Heaven, to make him, an Eye-witneſs of the Place of Joy and 


Happineſs, he prepares for the faithful Believers, as Chrilt rells us himſelf : * No * 7ob.3.1. 


Man, faith he, hath aſcended up to Heaven, but be that came down from Heaven : 
even the Son of Man which was in Heaven, He works Miracles to confirm this 
Truth, and at laft be ſheds bis own Blood to ſeal the Sincerity of his Teſtimony. 

This is the firſt and great Reaſon of his Death ; this Proof being the greateſt 
which Chrift could give, of the Truth of bis Miflion, ir occurs in many places in 
the Goſpel. 1. Chrift infits upon itin his Diſcourſes. 2. Whenthe Fews ask 
him Signs for Proofs of bis Miflion, he refers them only to this. 3. Before his 
Judge be brings no other Reaſon of bis Deatb, but this. And Laftly, He inſti- 
tures Sacrameuts to preſerve both the Memory, and the Deſign of it. 

1. This great End of bis Death, was tbe firſt thing be ranght to thoſe that 


came to bim : + 4s Moſes, ſays he, to- Nicodemws, lifted up the Serpent in the 4 7,1... 


FWilderneſs, even ſo muft the Son of Man be lifted up ; that whoſoever believeth in 15. 
him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. Thar is; as the Braſen Serpent, 
which Moſes lifted up in tbe Wilderneſs, was an evident Proof of his Mifdion, 
call'd in queſtion, by healing thoſe, which being ſtung with mortal Wounds, 
caſt their Eyes upon it, by this-Law-giver's Order ; So the Son of Man cruci- 
fied, ſhall heal Men of the old Serpent's Stings, by. making them believe in 
bim, He muft be lifted up, ſays be, that Men conſidering that he would nor 
ſaffer ſnch a bitter Death for a Falſhood, they ſhould believe in him, and re- 
ceive the Terms propos'd ro avoid Death, and enjoy that Immortality, he gave 
ns a2 Afﬀarance of at the Coft of bis own Blood. 


This is the Reaſon why be adds in the next Verſes, || That God fo loved the ll Pob. 2, 16 
«3+ * 5 


FForld, that he gave his only beg otten Son, or expoſed him t- Death, as the Greek 
imports, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. God to the Miracles he wrought ro confirm Chriſt's Doctrine, added 
ſomething more ; he wonld bave Feſws bimſelf to give ns a Proof of bis own : 
Therefore he gives him, and expoſes him ro Death, to make us belieye bis Te- 
ftimony; 


(8 


*Mimdny., If rhis be God's Tarention, as our Saviour repears it bere once 


#7,b. 6.53 


+$h.v.51. 
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is, the promiſed Meſſiss, and that I do wothing 


jl Th. [ 2. 


Tb. v.32. 


-his Death muſt needs be a Martyrdom, or Wiraeffing to the Truth, and conſe- 
quently ordered by God to make Chriſt give bimſelf a Proof of bis Sinceriry, 
which ſhould rhrougbly convince the World of ir. 

Tho' this Defign be never ſo amazing, Chrift lers us know for all that, thar 

- on the right apprebenfion of ir, depended Mens Salvation : * Verify, verily, 1 
ſay unto you, except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink bs Blood, ye have 
no Life in you. That is. if ye do not look upon my Death, upon the ſhedding 
of my Blood, as upon a Teſtimony which I bear to the Truth, you cannot have 
Fairh, the Spring of Life. 

Our Saviour's main Defign in all his Diſcourſes, was to-prove his heavenly 
Calling, or that be was truly ſent by God ; be fers down at the 33d, 35tb, and 
38th Verſes of this ſame Chapter, what he does intend ro prove : I am the Bread 
which cometh down from Heaven. To prove this Atſertion, he brings in bis Death, 
and refers the Fewggo it : + The Bread chat I will give ® my Fleſh, which I will give 
for the Life of the World : That is, my Death will be the Proof of my Doctrine, 
which will make Mankind believe and procure their Salvation : {| For my Fleſb 
# Meat indeed, and my Blood & Drink indeed : That is, my Body crucify'd, and 
my Blood fned, are ſolid Proofs of my beavenly Mifiion. Therefore he adds, 
* He that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dweleth in me, and 1 in him, 
5.e, He that medirates on the End of my Death, and rightly apprebends it, is 
ſo far convinced of the Truth of my Doctrine, that nothing can ſeparate bim from 
me, and bereave him of my Promiſes. The effect which Chriſt's Death onghe 
ro produce upon Men, being of the greareft importance for their Salvation, makes 
bim e9 infit ſo much apon it ; be exhorts earneſtly here all tbe World ro confi- 
der the true Reaſon of ir, that having apprebended it, rbey might be induc'd ro 
believe in bim, and fo re themſelves that Life, which depends on his Belief, 

Secmdly, Chriſt's Anſwer to the Fews, who required of bim a Sign to prove bis 
Mitfon, ſhews evidently, that bis Death is a great Proof of it. + bo art thou ? 
ſay the Fews to him. The fame, ſays Jeſas, that I ſaid unto you from the begin- 
ning. When ye have lift up the Som of Man, then ſhall ye know that I am be. That 

my ſelf. ' If bis Death were nor 
a Proof of bis Miſſion, this Anſwer ro the Fews, who defired one, would prove 
nothing, and be nothing to the purpoſe, which would be uaworrhy of the Wiſ- 
dom of our great Redeemer. 

This Proof is tbe ſame he gives to the Greeks, who defired to fee him, to be 
Witneſſes ro ſome of his Miracles: || Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, except a Corn 
of heat fall into the Ground, and die, it abideth alone : But if it die, it bring- 
eth forth much Fruit. He ſhews them, that be muſt die, ro perſwade Men of the 
Truth of bis Goſpel ; and that rhboſe who bad a mind to be bis Diſciples, were 
ro die ros, to confirm the ſame Truth : If any Man ſerve me,let him follow me,lays 
he, at the 26th Verſe. Let bim take up his Croſs as well asI ; And where 1 an, 
there ſhall alſo my Servant be. 

He ſays clearly ro the Fews, who refuſed to believe in bim, that be would give 
ſach a convincing Proof of bis Sinceriry by bis Deatb, as that all Men would be- 
lieve bim: If I be lifted up from the Earth, I will draw all Men unto me. This 


"466% | 0M 
This is the Reaſon why he tells them 
that they might certainly know bim by this Proof, and diſtinguiſh him from falſe 


ar the Toth Chapter of this ſame Goſpel," 


Shepberds. The geod Sbepberd giveth by Life for the Sheep. This is the Mark Chip. 10. 
by which I may be eahly kaowa ; by this I will ſhew the vaſt difference which *+ *'- 


is berween me and the Hirelings, the falſe Chrilts, who flee at the Ggbt of the 
Storm, and leave their Followers to thift for themſelves ; knowing how falſe 


their Doctrine is,they dare not maintain it at the Peril of their Lives. Al that ever Yer. x. 


came before me are Thieves and Robbers, If they gather Crouds of People after 


them, *cis only 'to (ſerve their own Ends. The Hireling careth not for the Sheep. Ver. 13. 


Their Followers Salvation is the leatt of their Care ; their Flight, by which they 
leave them expoled ro the Wolf's Mercy, ſhews it evidently. As for me, *tis 


not ſo, I am the good Shepherd, 1 lay down my Life for the Sheep. This is the Ver. 11, 15. 


Reaſon why the Sheep bear me, and avoid becoming the Wolf's Prey : For con- 
fidering my Death as a grear Proof of my Sinceruy, they tick faſt to me, and 
withftaad all the Aſanlts of the Enemies of my Goſpel. Hence 'ris, that the 


Author of che Epiltle ro tbe Hebrews calls him, The great Shepherd of the n__ Chap.1 3.15 


through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, Becaule the confirming of the 
venant by his Death, makes evidently appear, that 'tis he, who gives the trac 
Food to our Souls. | 
Thirdly, Another thing, which clearly demonſtrates, that our Saviour's Death 
is a Martyrdom for the Truth, is the bold Confeflion he witneſſed before bis 
Judge. The Fews accuſed him of being an Impoſtor, like thoſe falſe Chriſts 


mentioned by Gama/iel, at the 5th Chapter of the 4&s, He deceiverth, be ftirreth Jeb. . 12, 


up the People,lay they,in order ro make them ſhake off Ceſar's Yoke. This is the 
chief Accuſation they charge bim with before Pilate ; Chriſt zealous for rhe 
Truth of che Goſpel, ro which this black Slander gave a mortal Wound, deli- 
vers himſelf up into their Hands, appears before the high Council, before Pilate 
bimſelf ro confound their falſe Accuſations : He knew it would coft him his Life, 
but yer Truth was dearer to him. 

When the High-Prieſt adjures him by the living God, to tell them, Whether 
be be the Chrift, the Son of God ? He does nor deny ir, but maintains it, rb0 he 
certainly foreſaw, that bis Confeffion wonld paſs for a Blaſphemy, and would 
be brought againſt bim as a Capiral Crime. 


When Plate, bis Judge, (ays to bim, * Art thou the King of the Fews ? be an- - 7 


ſwers him, My Kingdom # not of ths World. Thou ſayeft that T am a King : To 
the end was I born, and for ths cauſe ceme1 into the World, that I ſhould bear Wit- 
neſs unto the Truth. This Anſwer deſerves all our admiration : Firſt Chrift de- 
ſtroys the Jews falſe Accuſation, who bad brought him to Pilate, as a Man who 
pretended to make bimſelf a King againſt Ceſar's Right, my Kingdom m_ not 
of this World, and of quite another Nature than that of Ceſar's, being all ſpiri- 
tual and heavenly ; I have nothing ro do with thy Maſter, who is an earth 

King. Secondly, Our Saviour anſwers an Objetion, which Pilate might rai 

out of his words : If thy Kingdom be heavenly, might Pilate have ſaid ro him, 
if thou comeſt from God, why does be ſnffer that thou ſhouldeſt be delivered nn- 
to me ? Chriſt foreſecing this natural Objection, lets his Judge know, wg 


Luke 21. 5. 


2b. 18. 
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* Io _ * 
Sealing rhe Truth of bis Doctrine with bis own Blood,” was the Great End of bis 
Coming : I come to bear Witneſs to the Truth. Which is as much as to ſay, Do 
not wonder if thou ſeeſt me under thy Power, ready to be crucify'd ; I come ro 
be-a Martyr for the Truth : Were this nor the great Reaſon of my coming, 1 
ſhould not bave been expos'd to the Rigor of tby Doom : The Condition where- 
in thou doſt ſee me, is far from making thee believe I am an Impoſtor ; but ra- 
ther oughbt to convince thee, if thou wilt but examine the thing impartially, that 
the Death to which I expoſe my ſelf, is an unconteftable Proof of the Truth of 
my Doctrine. Every one that # of the Truth, or who loves the Truth, ſays he to 
bim, heareth my Voice 3 or ought to be convinc'd, that the Confeflion which 1 
witneſs at the Cott of my Life, is a true and a fincere one, 

Chrift, conſidering be was come to bear Witneſs ro the moſt important of all 
Truths, is not terrify'd at the Preſence of bis Judge, neither at rhe Outcries of a 
tumultuous Rabble, nor at the Gght of a mott cruel Death; be ſtands firm as a 
Rock, againſt which the raging Waves break themſelves : Which great piece 
1 Tim.6.13,0f Courage, is called by St, Paul, ſpeaking to Timothy, A good Confeſſion. 1 
14. ive thee charge before God, who quickeneth all things, and before Chriſt Feſw, who 

Tefore Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that thou keep ths Commandment 
without ſport. That is, that thou ſhouldeſt lay bold on the Promiſe of an Eternal 
Life, as he expreſſed bimſelf in the foregoing Verſe. 
Chriſt died then to teſtifie to all Men, that there was another Life after this. 
This is the reaſon, why, in the Revelation, be is called, The Martyr, by way of 
Rev.1, 5,& excellency, or the true and faithful Witneſs : True, becauſe he died to maintain 
3- 14- that great Truth ; Faithful, becanſe be bath fully executed Gcd's Order ; there- 
fore he cries our, in giving up the Ghoſt, It 5s finiſhed, I have done what thon 
didſt require of me, I have given to Men that Proof thou wouldfſt have me to 
Fob. 17.4,5. give them, I have finiſhed the Work which thou gave#ft me to do; now thou muſt 
do the reſt, Glorifie chou me, O Father, with thine own ſelf, with the Glory which . 
I bad with thee before the World was. That is, finiſh, O God, this Great Work, 
and raiſe me to that Greatneſs thou haſt reſolyed to give me from all Ecernity. 
Fourthly, This Martyrdom is (ſuch a grear, and ſuch a ſurprizing Event, that 
Chrift deſigned to keep for ever in his Charch the remembrance of ir ; and thar 
by inſtituting ſome external Signs, which ſtriking the Senſes, ſhould awake the 
Ideas of his Death in Chriſtians, and keep upin their Minds the great Aim of it. 
This is the reaſon wby be hath lefr two Ceremonies, which are a lively Image 
both of bis Death, end the Defgn of ir. 
In the firft, which is Baptiſm, Chriſtians were dipr into the Water, ro make 
them mindful of Jeſus dead and buried ; the coming out of the Water, ſers forth 
plainly before them kis Reſurrection. By the ſolemn Vow they made, they 
| ſhewed they were convinced of thele great Truths, Know ye not, lays St. Paul 
Ker. 6. 3. 1 the Romans, that ſo many of us as were baptiſed into Feſus Chrift, were baptiſed 
into bj Death : Which being look'd upon as a Proof of bis Goſpel, bath brought 
us to this holy Ceremony of Baptiſm. 
B2ptiſin was then ordained, -in order to make Chriſtians remember that Ba-- 
31:t.20.23.ptiſm of Blood, wherein Chriſt was dipr, 7+ ſhall be baptized, ſzys he ro his 
Diſci- 


II 
Diſciples, #ich rhe Baptiſm that I am baptized with : When a Man was received 
ioto the Chriſtian Church, they made bim to profeſs in his Baptiſm, the Fanda- 
mental Truths of the Goſpel: So the Blood of Chrift which flowed from his Veins, 
and covered his Body, was a Baptiſm, by which be witneſſed this importanc 
Trutb, that he was the Mefliab, 7s ſhalt be baptized with the ſame Baptiſm : 
You ſhalldie, be means, to maintain the ſame Truth, for which I am a going to 
ſuffer. 

As to the Death of his Diſciples, it is call'd bere a Baptiſm, not only for the 
ſame Reaſon as that of their Mafter 3 but alſo, becauſe by ir, they did confeſs 
in a moſt ſolemn manner that great Truth, which the Proſelytes uſed to profeſs 
in their Baptiſm, viz. That Feſw was the Chrift, that be died to maintain it, and 
roſe again to confirm it. 

The Euchariſt, which Chriſt infticuted the Night he was betrayed, ers very 
well before us, both bis Death, and the Defign of ir: Thi # my Body which s 
given for you ; this do inremembrance of me : Thu Cup # the New Covenant in my 


Blood, We learn by this Inſticution theſe rwo important Truths : 1. That Chriſt 20, 


ſhed bis Blood ro confirm the New Covenant, or the 'I'rath of the Promiſe of 
the Remiſſion of Sins, and of an Eternal Life, 2dly, That this Memorial ought 


to be kept for ever in tke Church. This do ye, in remembrance of me : For as of * Cor. 11. 
ten 4s ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till be come. *51**: 


To give us the laſt and ſtrongeſt Proof of the Truth of tbe Goſpel, by ſhewing in 
that Great Day, the fu'filling of the Promiſes be died for. 


This is the Reaſon, why be is called, the Surety of a better Covenant ; not our Hebr. 7. 22. 


Surery towards God, as "us commonly explained ; but God's Surety towards 
Men : Becauſe he dies by his Order, ro maintain, that there ſhall be certainly 
as Remiſfſi-n of Sins, and an everlaſting Life, which is the promiſed Reward to 
all fairhful and good Chriſtians. 

Our Saviour, fronamongſt all bis Actions, fingles ont bur bis Death, ro keep 
a Memorial of it ; becauſe bis Miracles, bis Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, are the 
Works-of God, which at the firſt fight ſhew all the force of their proof, whereas 
bis Death is his own Work, Ir was a moſt violent Agony be ſuffered for ns, 
out of an exceſs of Love and Charity ; it is the great Seal of bis Doctrine, and 
the Rtrongeſt Proof which be could give of ir, whoſe Deſign and Excellency we 
can know only by frequent and deep Medirations. 

Sr. Pau! was (o raviſhed in himſelf, and ſo raket with the frrength of this 
Proof, that be did believe, that the bare Relation of this Death, withour the 
help of worldly Wiſdom, was ſufficient r@ convince Men of the Truth of the 


Goſpel : The Jews, ſays he, require a Sign, and the Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom ; , (11.1 22, 


but we preach Chriſt crucified. unto the Fews a ſtumbling-blogh, and unto the Greeks 2 3. 
fooliſhneſ3. Thar is, tb6 bis Death be the Scandal of the Fews, who look'd for 
a triumphing Meſſiah, yet 'ris the greateſt Proof which a Man could give for the 
Truth of bis Doctrine, and which ſhews anexcellent Wiſdom in its Contrivance, 


1-6 the Greeks not knowing the Defgn of it, think ir to be Folly : But wnto them 1bid. 24. 


which are cated, who do (ſeriouſly confider the great Reaſons of this Death, they 
know very well, 'tis a moſt wiſe, and moſt SY Motive for the Conver- 
fior 


1 Cor. 2. 2. 
Ibid. 1. 


Gal. 3. 13+ 


fion of the World. Therefore be concludes at the 25th Verſe, That Chrift's 
Croſs, th6 look'd vpon as Fooliſhnels, is a way ſo well contrived for Mens Sal- 
vation, that all tbeir Wiſdom was nor able to attaio ro any thing like it ; and 
that this Deacb, which appears to the Fews ro be a weak Means, when they 
conſider the Glory and Pomp of the delivering their Law, is a ftranger Proof 16 
perſuade Mankind of the Truth of the Goſpel,than any thing they could think of. 

Hence it is, that St. Pau! makes it among the Corinthians, the (ole Object of 
his Knowledge: For | determined not to know any thing among ou, ſave Feſus 
Chrift, and him crucified : Which Knowledge be calls, The Teſtimony of Ged : 
Becauſe Chtifſt's Martyrdom, or Teltumony, was God's own contrivance. The 
fame Apoftle ſers before Judaifirg Chriftians, how great wrong they did to 
Chriſt's Blood, by urging Juſtification by another Covenant, than that which 
was confirmed by rhe ſhedding of it. Is it poſſible, would he ſay to them, that 
Chri#t being made a Curſe, to redeem you from the Curſe of the Law, you would 


Colofſ. 2 14- ſabmir ſtill ro thoſe Ordinances which were againſt you, after Chriit rook them 
Gal. 2. 21. 


out of the way, and nailed them to the Croſs ? If Rig breonſmeſs cometh by the Law, 
then Chrift 4 dead in vain, That is, if Circumciſion, and the Law of Moſes, 
be fill the way, which we muſt follow to pleaſe God, Chriſt's Death would 
bave been needleſs to confirm a new Covenant : Can you lo far wrong God's 
Wiſdom, as to believe, that he hath expoſed his Son ro Death without any De- 
fign ? If theo Chriſt be dead, both ro confirm the Goſpel, and take away the 
Law, wby do ye make his Death needleſs, by building up agzin what it hath 
deſtroyed, and by urging another way of pleaſing God, than that offered by 
Chriſt 2 

By wher bath been ſaid hitherto, every one may be convinced, that Chriſt's 
Neath is a Martyrdom, or an Iltaftrions Teſtimony which he bore unto the 
Troth, a ftrong Proof of bis Sincerity, and the great and main Reaſon of God's 
Wiſdom, in giving up Chriſt ro Death. 


—_ —__ 


CMA.E. Iv. 
Of the Second Reaſon of the Deathef CHRIST. 


HE Goſpel-Diſpenſation, is a Concatenation of Proofs, which God hath 
given us of another Life ; Chritt works Miracles, dies at laft to maintain 
it, and God raiſes him again to confirm it. 

The Second Reaſon of Chriſt's Death, which is as great as the firſt, is, That 
God fo ordered it, that he might raiſe him again, to ſhew in bis own Perſon the 
Trath of the Reſurrection he had revealed, and by raiGog him again, to give a 
ſtronger Proof, which ſhould convince the World. 

Chrift gives, for his own part, the ſtrongeſt Proof of his Sincerity, which can 
be given by a Man ; God to this adds another, which ers that of his Son out of 
the reach of the Malice of Men : He raiſes bigg again, to make it evidently ap- 
pear, tha: Chrift bad not taken upon himſeiFto preach another Life, withont bis 
Order, by giving in his own Perſon an undeniable Proof of the Truth of bis 
Preaching, he confirms in a moſt Authentick manner bis Teſtimony. Is 


(13) 
Is there any thing more convincing to perſwade Mankind of that great Truth, 
than to afford them a great Example of it > Chritt reveals to us another Life ; 
he tells us, that after the Separation of the Soul from the Body, th6 this returns 
to Duſt, God ſhall one Day joyn together again thoſe rwo Subſtances, that be 
might recompenſe the Juſt with an immortal Happineſs, and puniſh the Wicked 
with eternal Death. He dies in the fight of a whole Nation for this DoQtrine ; 
and for fear that bis Death ſhould be called in queſtion, becauſe he gave up the 
Ghoſt ſooner than thoſe who were crucified with him, God makes ir unqueſtio- 
nable, by ſuffering a Soldier to pierce his Side with a Spear, which reached to 
the Region of bis Heart, from whence Water and Blood iſſued forth 3 which are 
two of the three Witneſſes ſpoken of by St. Fobm, which plainly teſtifie the Ve- x 7p. 5. g. 
rity or Certainty of bis Death. 
Chriſt's Death then evinces plainly the Truth of bis Doctrine, his Blood is a 
true Witneſs of it : Bur God in raiſing of bim, ſhews in bis very Perſon the Truth 
be preached, bis Reſurrection is an actual Inſtance of the very thing which be 
had a mind to prove. : 
God does not make ns a bare Revelation of another Life, he does not require 
our Afent upon the bare Word of bis Meſſenger : Burt farther, he ers before ns 
convincing Examples of it, by raifing bim who firſt brought to light by the Go- 
ſpel an immortal Life : Which ſhews evidently, that there is nothing more cer- 
rain, thas that Promiſe wbich bath for its fulfilling ſuch grear Warrants, as the 
Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt. 
To theſe two great and convincing Proofs, Chriſt refers the Fews, who re- 
quired of bim a Miracle to prove his Miſſion : Deſtroy thu Temple, and in three 7,þy x. 19. 
Days I will raiſe it up. That is, I will maintain my Doctrine at the Coſt of my. 
Life ; which being laid down, I will take it again, according ts the Command+ 7obn 50.18. 
ment I have receiv'd of my Father. 
The Apoſtles knew well the full ſtrength of theſe Proofs, fince St, Fohn ob- 
ſerves expreſly, That when Jeſws was riſen from the dead, bis Diſciples remembred Fohn 2. 22. 
that he had ſaid ths unto them ; and they believed the Scripture, and the Word 
which Feſw had ſaid. He gives them the ſame Proofs at the 2oth Chapter of 
Se. Mat. v. 18, 19. and lets them know, that bis Death and ReſatreQion were 
the Great DeG6gn of God in the Goſpel, and the powerful Means of the propa- 
gation of ir, 
Hence it is, that St. Paul ends the Diſpure be bad with the Fews, for the Chti- 
ſtian Religion with this Reaſon : Pho # be that condemneth ? It s Chrift that died, Rm 8. 34. 
yed rather, that is riſen again, who # even at the right Hand of God, who alſo ma» 
keth Interceſſion for w : That is, who is he that ſhall condemn us as Sedncers, 
and Apoſtates > When we preach that Chriſt's Goſpel muſt be preferred ro Me- 
ſei's Law : It is Chriſt who died, to ſeal with bis own Blood the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; and what is more, he is riſen again : God ſet his ownSeal to ir, he made 
| bim fit art his Right Hand, and inveſted him with a Supreme Power, rill be ſhall 
have put all bis Enemies under his Feer, and fulfilled tbe Promiſes made to the 
Faicbful. 
Can the Goſpel after ſuch great Proofs be _ in queſtion ? Chriſt tath — 
- 2 


Rom. 8, 38, 
39. 


1Theſſ.4-14- 


bis Seal co ir, bis very Life, and bis own Blood : God hath ſer his roo, viz, bis 
Almighty Power, By raibng Chritt out of the Grave, be confirms bis Doctrine, 
and with him raiſes and enlivens the Hopes of true Believers, and engages them 
for ever ro the Chrittian Religion : I am perſwaded, ſays St, Paul, that neither 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, mor Things preſent, 
nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to 
ſeparate ws from the Love of God, which # in Chrift Jeſu our Lord. He makes 
here a molt lo!emn Protettation, that nothing ſhall be able co work upon him fo 
far as to make him forſake the Goſpel, wherein God's Love is to be ſecn in 
Chriit's Death and Reſurrection, which are ſuch evident Proofs, as ought to con- 
vince the Fews, that che Chriſtian Religion is the only way ro Salyation. 

Indecd theſe rwo great Proofs are io evidently the Foundation of the Goſpel, 
that the Chriſtian's Happineſs, as ſays St. Paul, depends upon the true belief of 
them : For f we believe rhat Feſws died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 
fleep in Feſms, will God bring with bim. That is, thoſe who died fully perſwaded 
of the Truth confirmed by theſe two Proofs. 

Chriſt's Reſurrection being deſigned for the great Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Religion, or for the greateſt Proof which God could give of the certainty of ano- 
ther Life, his Wiſdom appears in its fall exrent in his Death. God's Providence 
muſt here be vindicated from all the Aſperfions of the D:ilts, fince Chriſt's Suf- 
ferings were only contrived to raiſe him to the bigheſt Greatneſs, and to ground 
the Goſpel upon ſuch a ſtrong Proof, that neither all the Wir and Malice of Men, 
nor the very Gates of Hell could ever prevail againſt ir, 


CHAF. V. 


An Anſwer to an Objetion of the Deiſts, againft Chriſt's Reſurretion. Proof1 of 
this Truth, 


T HE Conſequence drawn from the Reſurrection to eſtabliſh tbe Truth of the 
Goſpel, caonot reaſonably be diſputed : The Deifts ro avoid the ftrength 
of ir, flatly deny it. They agree thus far with ns, That Chri#t was pur to Death 
by the Fews, who to this very Day leave nothing unattempred to vindicate their 
Anceſtor's bloody Act : Bat we differ about his Reſurrection. The Deiſts up- 
on the Fews word, who take it tro be a meer Impotture, call the Truth of it in 
queſtion. 

If ChriF, ſay the Deiſts, be raiſed up, why did he not appear to thoſe who 
had crucified him ? The very fight of him bad ſo wrought upon them, that 
they would bave believ'd in bim, and drawn all the Nation after them, Why 
does be appear only ro bis Diſciples, Perſons altogether ar his Command, whoſe 
Teftimony might eaſily be ſaſpedted > The open Confeflion drawn out of the 
Mouth of bis greateſt Enemies, had, no doubt, perſwaded the World a great 
deal berter, 

To ſhew how weak this way of Arguing is, we muſt conſider the Proofs 
which tbe Goſpel offers us of Chriſt's Reſurrection : The Marks of their Sinterity 


cannor 


(15 
cannot be conteſted without a wilful obſtinacy, and jatrodacing Pyrrhoniſm, 
which would quite rake away the afſent we give to all events in the World, 

We challenge the Deiſts ro give as ftrong proofs for the truth of an event that 
happen'd long fince, as we are able to do for the truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection 
our of the Goſpel. 

Firſt, 'Tis a Fat certified by tbe Eye-wicnefſes, who,during the ſpace of forty 
days, bad ſeen Cbrift many times, did talk, and eat with bim, and received 
ſuch poofs as convinced them of his Reſarrection, Ar firſt they think bim to be 
a Ghoſt, afterwards God makes Thomas's unbeliet ſerve to the ſtrengtbning of 
the others Faith, by means of the proof which our Saviour did give him. 

Secondly, "Tis not upon the Word of one or two Witneſles that God founded 
this Truth ; *cis upon the Teſtimony of above five hundred Perſons, who bad 
ſeen Chritt riſen, They agree all, without varying, to teſtifie the ſame thing, 
and expoſe themſelves to the rage of their Nation, to Miſery, and to Death ir 
ſelf; were they not Witneſſes of the Fact, is it likely they would have under- 
gone all the Troubles and Miſeries they underwent, to maintain Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection ? 

Thirdly, God makes uſe of the Fews precaution, who would ſtop the Cheat, 
as they lay, to convince them in ſuch a manner of the Truth of Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection, that there was no room left for doubt, This great piece of God's 
Wiſdom, vindicates bis Providence, in not ſuffering our Saviour to appear ta 
the Fews, and rakes off the whole ſtrength of the Deiſts objection. 

The chief Priefts and Phariſees came together with much noiſe co Pilate, ſaying, 17... .. 
Sir, We remember that that Deceiver ſaid, while he was yet alive, after three days 536465, 
I will riſe again. Command therefore that the Sepulchre be made ſure until the third 56+ 
day, left by Diſciples come by night and ſteal him away, and ſay unto the people, he 
is riſen from the dead ; ſo the laſt error ſhall be worſe than the firſt. Pilate grants 
their requeſt, 7e have a watch, ſays be, go your way, make it as ſure as you can ; 
fo they went, and made the Sepulchre ſure, by ſetting a ftrong watch about ir. 

After all theſe precautions, the Apgel comes, at whole fight all the Soldiers 
did ſhake, and turned pale as dead Men ; he rouls the Stone away, and Feſus 
comes our of the Sepulchre. The Keepers being all afraid, and convinced with 
their own eyes of the Truth of Chrift's Reſurrection, came to the Chief Priefts 
and Elders, and ſhewed them all the things that were done. Upon their Depoſ- 
tion, they aſſembled the Council : They could not doubr of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
ſince it was atreſted by Perſons wholly devored to them, and who had neither 
reaſon, nor proſpect of intereſt ro maintain it, as Chriſt's Diſciples could bave 
had ; yet inſtead of giving glory to God, they puſhed their Crime to the higheſt, 
They gave large Money to the Soldiers, ſaying, ſay ye, his Diſciples came by night, 165d.12&13 
and ſtole him away while te ſlept ; as if thoſe Perſons, who had deſerted their 
Maſter two days before, art the approach of the Officers of the Temple, had 
dared to look in the face of a Company of Reman Soldiers. They watch'd their 
rime, one may ſay, while rhe Soldiers ſlept: But if they were aſleep, bow can bd: 
tbey teſtifie ſuch « thing 2 What could. have been the Apoſtles defign in ſtealing 


away a dead Corrs at the peril of their Lives ? 
Tho' 


Matt.28.11 


( "x6 ? 

"The rhis R__ was never fo falſe and ridiculous, yet it fottid entertain- 

- ment with the Vulgar. What cannot Fallhvod do, when ſupported by the Di- 
rectors and Guides of Conſcience? If after (o:great # proof of Chritt's Retur- 
rection, the chief of the*Fews would deyy the Truth, ourSaviour's appearing to 
them had been tro” no purpole, for either out of malice they' would not kxow 
him, or would have taken bim for a Ghoſt, or rbooght bis tight an-illufion of 
the Devil's Power, as they bad already faid of his Miracles, 

Fourthly, Another great piece of God's Providence, to be much raken notice 
of, -is the Converfion ro Chriſtianiry of - Corne/its a Roman Captain, dwetling at 
Ce/area, not far from Feruſalem. S. Peter (who bad reccived from Jeſus the Keys 
of rhe Kingdom of Heaven,or the Privitedge ro open firſt the door of the Church 
both to the - Fewr and Gentiles) was (ent ro him by God's expreſs Order to Con- 
vert him ro the Gofpel, God would have him to be the firtt of the Heathens 

. coming to Chriſt, ro confound the Fews "wickedneſs, and the Soldiers fatfe report ; 

for the Authority be bad over them, who had ſpread ir, afforded bim a fare 
way to know the truth of the matter in debate, The Fews having done what 
they could to ſpread abroad what they had taught the Soldiers to ſay, *is very 
like that Cornelius beard of it; and what is more natural, than that this pious 
Man, after an exact fearching into the truth, gnd fult naderſtanding of ir, 
ſhould communicare it to others ? 

Fifthly, The pouring our of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, while the 
whole Nation was gathered together at Fernſalem,. that having been a witneſs 
ro his Shame, they might be fo ro his Glory : The Gift of Tongnes, the Mira- 
cles wrought by the Apoſtles in the fight of all the Fews, and ro the'High Coun- 
cils knowledge, were proofs ſufficient, over and above, to convince them, bad 
their wickedneſs nor been ar fuch a height. 1f, notwichſtanding all cheſe, 
would nor receive the Goſpel, is there any liketibood they would be Converted, 
hed Chriſt appeared unto them, ſince God himſelf, with all his Power, conld 
not effect it > Had God left rhem withour any proof of Chriſt's Refurrection, to 
puniſh their barbarous Cruelty, it wonld have been a juſt cauſe of wonder ; bur 
what he bath done to perſwade them of ir, vindicates bis Wiſdom, and ſtops the 
Deiſts mouth 3 fince he hath made it known to them by the Soldiers, ' whoſe 
Tettimony rhey could nor call in queſtion, and by the Miracles he wronght in 
the Temple ir ſelf. No body bur an irrational Man, can deny Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection upon ſuch an account, for nor ſhewing himſelf to the Few. 

$:xthly, T boſe they bave pur ro Death for Chriſt's ſake, were ſo many con- 
vincing proofs, God gave'them of the Truth of Chriſt's Refurretion. Can one 
conceive that our Saviour's Diſciples wonld have loſt their Lives ro maintain 
they were witneſſes to ir, if they were nor ? One may lay down bis Life for a 
falſe Opinion, many Examples of it may be produced ; for 'tis eafie to impoſe 
upon Men in Speculative Matters, bur upon a Matter of Fact ir cannot be done, _ 
'Tis impoffible ro make a Man of Senſe believe, that be bath ſeen & ching which 
he bath not feen, and induce him to ſuffer Death ro maintain it. 

There is then nothing more certain tban Chrift's Reſurrection, fince it hath 
been confirmed not only by the Teſtimonies of Men, and God's Miracles ; bur 

what 


what js more, by the Rlood of thoſe who were Eye-witneſſes of it : They had * 
rather part wich cheic Lives than recans, and diſown ſuch an important Truth, 


_— 
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CHAP, VI 
Of the Third Reaſon of che Dearh of Chriſt. 


G®x D intending to propagate Chriftian Religion by Martyrdom, bis Wiſdom 
is to be admired in debgaing of Chriſt's Death ; fince by ir, Chriſt bath nor 
only Confirmed bis Doctrine, and Miniſtred to God the occaſion of raifing him 
again, to ſhow in bis own Perſon the Truth he preached : but farther, be bath 
ſer before his Diſciples a great Example and Inconragement in the affronting of 
Death, and ſhewed them how to loſe joyfully their Lives, to maintain the Truth 
for which theic Maſter had already ſnffered. | 
This is the third Reaſon of Chrift's Death ; Hedied to leave us an Example. 
S. Peter comforts with this great Truth, thoſe that ſuffered for the Goſpel's ſake: 
For even hereunto were ye called, becauſe Chrift alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an ' Pet.2.21. 
example, that ye ſbould follow ha ſteps. 
Chriſt requires this act of Friendſhip of his Diſciples rowards their Neigh- 
bours: This is the very thing he exhorts them ro practice, in that moſt render 
Speech he addreſſes to them the ſame Night he was betrayed, and ready to be 
crucified for the Truth ; he will have them to fuffer for their Brethren in like 
manner, This 5s my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 7,15 12, 
Greater -love bath no man than thn, that a man lay down ha life for ba friends. 13. 
Thar is, I am going to lay down my Life for yon, and to ftrengrhen by my own 
Example the Commandment | give you. Yon ought then 10 expoſe your Lives 
for Mea, who ace the Friends | teave yon. He will have them ro ſhow their . 
Love by their Death, as he did, knowing that their Marryrdom would be as-. 
well as his, « moſt powerful means to perſwade Mankind, and render them holy, 
. This very Commandment is rhe ſame, the practice of which S. Fobn.anthori-- 
zed by Chriſt's Example, recommends to the Chriſtians : Hereby perceive we the i 70h.2.15, 
love, ſays he, becauſe he taid down hu life for us, and we onght to lay down our lives $0 in the 
far the Brethren. Thar is, we muſt die as Chriſt did, ro confirm our Brethren =<*- 
in the Truth, 
$. Peter backs onr Saviour's Example with another confideration, He ers - 
before Chriſt's Confeſſors, That fince their Saviour, tho' Innocent and Juſt,died - 
for Sinners to make them forſake their fins ; The juſt, fays he, for the unjuſt, that 1 Pet. 3.18. :- 
he may bring them to God ; they ought ſo much the mace, being Sinners as they - 
were, to die for Men like themſelves, fince their Dearh would work upon their 
Fellows as Chrifi's Death did npon them. " 
To know bow ſolid is this way of arguing, we muſt conſider, 1, That S. Pe-- 
ter writes to Perſecured Chriſtians, 2. That be hath a mind toenconrage then + 
ro ſuffer, by ſetting before them Chriſt's Death under the notion of a Martyc- 
dom. _ 3, He infinueres, That fince Chriſt, tho' Holy and Juſt, died ro Pay bis - 
Obedience ro God, what ought they not ro do to pleaſe bim, being S grene 
inners + 


- 


Sinners as they were, and having ſo much need of his Mercy ? 4. He telfs them, 

That their Death being a means ro confirm the truth of the Goſpel, would poſ- 

ſels their Enemies with ſuch a Shame, as would work to their Salyatibn, and pur 

an end ro all their Gnful courſes, as did that of Chriſt. Foraſmuch then as Chriſt 

1 Tt. 4. 1- ſuffered for us in the fleſh, arm your ſelves likewiſe with the ſame mind ; that is, 
take the ſame reſolution to ſuffer. Lattly, He ſhows they had much reaſon to 
rejoyce at the fight of their Sufferings, Gnce by lo doing they became like unto 
Chritt, rbey dicd for the Truth as he did, with bope of partaking of the Glory 

16:d. 13, Whichis to be revealed : Rejoyce in as much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
that when bu glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy. 

Sufferings are the price at which Chriſt bath propos'd heavenly Glory. There 
is no triumphing without fighting, we mult tread in the tteps of our Lord, if we 

Mat.16.24, will partake of bis Greatnels. If any man, ſays be, will come after me, lat bim 
25. deny himſelf, and take up bn croſs and follow me. Whoſoever will ſave bis life hal 
leſe it : and whoſoever will loſe bis life for my ſake, ſhall find it. Thax is, It one 
bath a mind ro be one of my Diſciples, let him be as ready as I, to die for the 
Tiutb ; and inftead of loſing bis life, be ſhall recover it in a moſt glorious manner, 
Death theo, and Sufferings, are the only Glory, the only Triumph: be pre- 
1 Theſ 3.3. Pares for Chrifiias upon Earth: Lee mo man, fays S. Paul, be moved by theſe 
*" effitions, for your ſelves know, that we are appointed thereunts. God orders 
Philip. x, Them for the fartherance of the Golpel : My bonds in Chrift, (ays the ſame Apo- 
I3 14. file, are manifeſt in all the palace, and in all other places, and many of the brethren 
in the Lord waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to ſpeak, the word 
without fear, If S. Paul's Sufferings made fo deep an impretiion upon the minds 

of the Witneſſes of them, what are thoſe of Chrift not able to do ? 

God debgning to Eſtabliſh rhe Chriſtian Religion in ſuch a ſorprifing way, he 
could not pitch upon a fitter motive to encourage, and embolden Martyrs, than 
the ſetting before them the great Example of Chrilt's patience. The 6gbr of 
their Captain dying upon a Croſs, made them think themſelyes happy to follow 
bis ſteps ; bis Reſurrection upheld them in their Trial, by ſeeing in it the glo- 

2 Tim.2.11, rious end which their Sufferings were to bave. 'Tis.« faithful ſaying, for if we be 
The dead with him, we ſhall alſo live with him ; if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him. 

When a great action is about to be performed, Examples are the moſt proper 
morives ro the performance of it ; we cannot bur yield ro the ftrength of them, 
if thoſe that give them be many degrees above us, Let a King expoſe his $z- 
cred Perſon in a fight, the Soldiers, forgetting the danger, ftouily follow bim. 
God knowing how deep an impreſſion upon Men's mind this. great Example 
would make, firſt expoſes to Death Chrilt onr Lord and King, that bis Marryr- 

Heb.2.1o, dom ſhould make us Sacrifice our Lives for the Truth. It became him in brin 
' ing many Sons unto Glory, to Wake the Captain of their Salvation perfet through 
Sufferings,that bis Example ſhould encourage Martyrs, which were ro follow him. 
This was the reaſon why the Apottles rhought it a great Honour to ſuffer ſheme 
Phil. x. x9. for the Goſpel : They look upon their Sufferings as a gift of Heaven, for unto 
you it is given not only to believe in Chriſt, but alſo to ſuffer for bim. S. Paul lets 
the Philippians know, that by their Sufferings they did requite, in ſome manher, 
what Chriſt ſuffered for them. as : 
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hy” rg - 
The Apoſtles Sufferings being the greateſt proof they could give of their fince- 
riry, _ firmed thereby Checked bn ke _ CES what tho(c 
of Chritt Wl begun ; that is, to convince the World of the veriry of the Chri- 


ftian Religion. I now rejozce in my ſufferings for you, and fill up that which 12 be» Coloſ 1.24, 


hind of the afftiftions of Chriſt in my fleſh, for bis bedios ſaks, which is che Church, 


I rejoyce, ſays be ro the Pailippians, of 1 be offered upon the ſacrifice, and ſervice Philip.2.17 


of your faith, He gives them to underftand, that the Death he was a going ro 
ſaffer, by which be confirmed the Faith he had preached, as he tells bis Diſciple 
Timothy, 2 Ep. 4. 6, 7. would be an Offering ſuper-added ro Chriſt's Sacrifice, 
or rather a new proof, which ſhould ſtreng:hen their reſolution of ſerving God, 
by believiog the rruth already confirmed by Chrsft's Death, and which they coa- 
firmed themſelves by their Sufferings : Always bearing about in the body, the dying 
of tha Lord Feſus, that the life alſo of Feſus might be made manifeſ® in our body, 


Thar is, that our Snfferings might be a proof of Chrifts Reſurrection. So then 65 oy hs 


. death worketh in us, but life in you. We are expoſed, ſays he, to Death, bur 
we do not loſe rhe fruit of our — fince we bear wimels wo 
Chrift's Reſarredtion, the great for our belief of the Goſpel. 
This is the reaſon why be exhorrs the Epheſians not to faint at ba tribulations. I 
for you, ſays he, which is your glory, That is, I ſuffer to givggou s 

che Truth, and to ler all the World know, ther when you embraced Chriff's 
Dodrine, you did nothing but what was Brave and Great, fince you have be- 
lieved the Trarh, 

"Tis upon this account that 'ris ſaid the Apoſtles have ſuffered for us, and thar 
their Death is conformable to Chriſt's Death : They have been baptized with 
the ſame Baptiſm. The Death of their Captain enconreged them ; his Reſar- 
reQion, which they witneſſed in ſuch a couragions manner, -comforred them 

unto 


int rhe ſad conſequentrs of Dearh : Looks Feſus the author, and finiſher Heb. 12.2.4. 
j before Fim endured | 


our faith, who for the joy that was ſet the croſs, deſpifing the 
ſhame, and is ſit down at the right bend of the throne of Ged. For confider bim 
that endured ſuch contradiftions of finners ag einft himſelf, leſt yo be wearied and 
faint in your minds, The Author of this Epiſtle, fearing that that cloud of Wit 
nefſes, thoſe renowned Examples mentioned before, ſhould nor make a fufficicar 
imprefſion upon thoſe, who were y ed for' Righteouſneſs ſake, be ſers be- 
fore them Chrift's Martyrdom, the reward of it ; he calls bim rbe Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith, becanſe by bis Death he hath given the firſt Example, 
tun tf dura” 0 and will one crown the Fairh of 
all others. bids them to conſider the great Example of Chrift's Patience, 
SON RH 0 NT 2 OY iſtians, and to make their Sufferings 
eabe t0 « 

God's Wiſdom ſhines then in a moſt ilfuftrious manner in s Death, fince 
ir makes Chriſtiens ſuffer for their Brethren, with the ſame of mind 
he ſuffered bimſelf for them, and miniſters God an occaſion ro ſhow them in 
Chrift's Refarrection the glorious end of their Syfferings. God fo well orders all 
things here, chat he makes their Martyrdom ſerve to his Glory, ro Chriſt's Canſe, 
to their Neighbours Advantage, and > Om ro their Happineſs. _ 


R . 20 ) . 

| -The Deifs mnſt own, no donbr, that there is nothing in all this DeGgn, but 

. what _ and Wiſe ; * and that Chrift's Death, which at firſt Gght ſeems to 
be a Stumbling-block to ſome, and Folly ro others, is nothing le when 
bebeld in irs true light, there is to be ſeen in it all the Lineaments of an Infigite 
Wiſdom, which make ir the worthieft Object of Mens admiration. 
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| CHAP.: VIL 
Of the Fourth Reaſon of the Deathof CHRIST. 


T HE admirable effect, which God foreſaw Chriſt's Death would wotk up- 
on the Minds of Men, to bring them to a good Lite, is a very Wile and 
Important reaſon of it. The weight which carried Men downward, Wastoa 
heavy ro be Counterpois'd by what was weak, nothing but the bope of an ever- 
laſting Life conld counterpoiſe ir, or, howevei, carry it : Chriſt's Death, and 
Reſurrection, by perſwading us of this Truth, ought ro work upon us, and 
make us fulfil the Conditions upon which ſo great a Happineſs was propoſed to us. 
Man is a Free Agent, Ind a Rational Creature ; he muſt have Reaſons 
Kronger than the ailurements of Sin, to make bim rake a courſe oppokte to his 
Inclinations, God having defignd Chriſt's Death for the great Reaſons already 
ſpoken of, both perſwades us, and inclines our Hearts to every excellent Vertue, 
The Chriftian Religion properly, is nothing elſe but Natural Religion, whoſe 
light Sin had almoſt extinguiſhed ; God, to give to it its firſt Splendor, yields 
Chriſt up to Death, which vindicates us from the ſlavery of Sin. Hence ir is 
*; Cor.6.20. that Chriſt's Death is called * our Ranſom, the price wherewith we have been 
+ Mat."so. bought, f The Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter; and to 
28, give by life a ranſom for many. That is, I come not to be ſerved, but to ſerve 
- Mev, by taking them out of the miſery fin made them groan under ; knowing 
my death would be an effectual means towards it, I lay down my Life to be a 
Ranſow, or Deliverance, to ſave my People from Sip, and free them from Death 

the ſure wages of Sin. ; 
Chriſt is then called Saviour, and Redeemer, and bis Death a Ranſom, and « 
Price, becauſe 'tis the great means of our Deliverance, and the powerful motive 
which redeems us from $:in and Death, and brings us to God, in hope of the cer- 
$175.2.6. tainty of that Life confirmed by his own Blood. {| He fave himſelf, lays 
S. Paul, a ranſom for all, a teſtimony. in due time. This Text evinces plainly, 
"That if Chriſt's death be our Ranſem, 'tis becauſe by bearing witneſs to the 
Truth in the proper time, when be was called to it, he perſwades us, ahd in- 
duces us, to lead a good Life ; and fo baving delivered us from the power of 
wo. Sin, he frees us from the power of Death, according to God's Promiſe; * I wil 

AE ranſom them from the of the Grave. 

The great aim of Chriſt's Sufferings then, is to make us good Men ;-this is the 
great work of our Redemption, and the very Truth we-learn-of S. Pazl ; 
} Tit.2.14. } Chrift, fayshe, bath given himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
| YGolr4. quity, and purifig unto Lomiolf 4 peculiar people, zealous of good works, || He gave 


bimfelf for our fins, i. e. to deſtroy our fins, that be might deliviy ns from the pre- 


ſent evil world, * Chriſt loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might » xpheſ s. 


ſanFifie ie, (oy cleanſe it. Theſe Texts, and many others, wherein Chritt is 25. 
faid to die for us, that we have been redeemed by his Blood, that bis Blood pur- 


ges our Conſciences from dead works, ſhow evidently thar the great deſign of 1 ”-*.1.18, 
Chriſt's Deatb, by perſwading us of the Truth of the Goſpel, was ts inſpire-us Heb.8.14. 


with Holineſs, and ro adorn onr Soals, with thoſe Vertues which are able to 
bring us to God, who looks upon ns as bis dear Children, when we are once re- 


conciled to him by a good Life. * Touthat were ſome time alienated, and enemies * Cl.1.21, 


in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath be reconciled, in the body of bi fleſh, ** 
through death, to preſent you holy and unblameable, and unreproveable in bk ſight. 

S. Paul was (o far perlwaded that Chrift's Death was a moſt powerfal motiye 
to make us forſake fin, as to tell us with an exprefiion both (trong and figurative, 


thatt Our old man was crucified with him. S. Peter knew very well too the ex- f Rom 6.6. 


celleacy of this morive, fince he expreſſes himſelf" in the ſame elegant manner, 


faying, {| That Chriſt bare our fins in bis own body on the Tree ; to nail them to the! 1Det-2.24* 
Croſs no doubt, as it is ſaid upon another occaſion, * That be took our of the way * C1l.2.14. 


the hand-writing of ordinances, and nailed it to the croſs, that it might not be an 
binderance to the Propagation of the Goſpel, and to the Gentzles calling. That 
is, be bad aboliſhed it by bis Death, and taken quite away its Power, becauſe 
his Blood confirmed the Truth of another Covenant, which did pur an end tro 
the firſt. Even ſo Chrilt, by bis Martyrdom, crucifies Sin, - rakes away its 
ſtrength, as S. Peter infionates it ro us, when he tells us at the end of the Verſe 
before-mentioned, that the reaſon why Chriſt bare our fins, is, Thet te bei 

dead to fin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs By bs ſtripes, ſays he, we were healed. 
What was their diſeaſe 2 He tells us art the laſt Verſe, They were as going 
aſtray, which Chriſt's Death cauſed to return, when they came to er the 
ſincerity of his Teſtimony, and thai it was he who was the true Shepherd, who 


gave the t to cheir Souls, 
Chriſt's en, as « proof of bis Doctrine, quite deſtroys fin, by the 
powerful Et affords us to a good life ; which Truth the ſame Apoſtle 


reaches us in proper and decifive words, * Foraſmuch then as Chriſt hath ſuffered * ; T1. 41, 
hath :. 


for us in the fleſh, arm your ſelves likewiſe with the ſame mind ; for be that z 
ſuffered in the fleſh, hath ceaſed from fin, that ye no longer ſhould live the reſt of 
your time in the fleſh, -to the luſts of men, but to the will of God. 


This is the great conclufion S. Pau! commonly drew from Chriſt's death : + If + 2 Cor. 5. 
one died for all, then were all dead ; and that be died for all, that they which live, +1 5 


ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but - unto him which for them died, and 
roſe again. He joyns here rogether the two great proofs of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and ſhows clearly that their chief aim is to make us good Men. This Texr 
evidences this main defiga of Chriſt's death, and proves ſufficiently, that the 
ſenſe we bave given to other places is trne, fince to die for us, fignifies bere, 
without all diſpute, to die for confirming of his DoGtrine to us, and bringing” 
us thereby to bolineſs, even as to riſe for us, fignifies ro perſwade us of the 
Tcuth of the ReſurreRtion, by the exawple.we ſee in his own Perſon, ; 


D 2 Nothing 


Nothing ought to convince us more of the Truth of the Goſpel, than rhis 
deſign of Chriſt's death : If this aſtoniſhing way, which God aſed wdedees By 
doth nor affect our Minds, - nothing can, Woe lee in the Crols of our Saviour, 
Vice drawnto the Life in all ics nglinels; we diſcover ia it God's hatred againſt 
it, and bis love for Holineſs, God, by not ſparing Innocence it ſelf to put an 
end to fin, ſhows what tbe Sinner matt expect, if be dare commit it, after it 
colt God's Son his Life to deitroy it; che thedding of fo precious Blood, lers us 
know we are unworthy of che leaſt Mercy,it afrerwards we take avy delight inSia. 

One cannot wonder enough at the miltake of the moit part of Chriſtians ; 
theic Life is a concatenation of Vices, and a-perperual induiging to Luſt, It one 
ask them what ground they hope ro be Saved ? They anſwer with mach 
confidence, They raft in Cbreft's Bload, whole Merit, fay they, will ſapply bur 
deficiency, Of the great morive God uſes ro make them Verruous, they make 
their matter of Security ; they diſappoint God's defign in Chriſt's death, and for 
all that they flatter themſelyes with receiving all the Advanteges ic is to procure to 
all faichful Belieyers. K- 

'Tis very eafie to find out the cauſe of their miſtake : The love they have for 
the World, makes them look upon Chriſt's death only as a Sacrifice which ex- 

iares Sin, They thiak that an AR of Faith, by which they apply to their 
Tals, let chem be never (o polluted, the Merit of Chriſt's Blood is enough ro- 
fave them. Their error throws the Deiſts into-a miſtake roo, who think to diſ- 
cover here the weak fide of Revelation : The prejudices of both proceed from a 
falſe Notion they frame to themſelves of Chrift's death, which may be cafily 
rectified, by giving. juſt and clear notions of it confidered as a Sacrifice, and 
ſhewing under what terms Chr;f?'s death becomes a Victim, which expiares fins ; 
and this we are a going to do, wichout leſſening the efficacy of Chr:ift's Blood 
which God's Mercy bath ſo bighly valued. - 


A P__ i. _ 
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CHAP. VIIL F -] 
Of the Death of Chriſt conſidered 43 «-Sacrs, 
" Free are two things, which-maft be diftingniſhed in ChriR's death, to have 
clear Notions of it. 1. By confirming the Covenant, it affares ns of the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, which is one of its Promiſes. Bur yet there is ſomerhing more, 
we ſee in it, The great confideration which makes God to forgive ns ; 'tis the 
Sacrifice, for the ſake of which he is reconciled ro us. 

Tho' this manner, in which the Sacred Writers preſent Chriſt's Death, be at 
firſt very amuzing and ſurprizing, yer the reaſons of ir once well nnderftood, 
afford us marter of admiring God's Infmite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 

The Deyſts reject this Notion, and cannot conceive that God being ſomerci- 
ful as-be is, ſhonld require Blood. They accuſe us to repreſent- God as Craet 
and Savage, as the wortt of Beings, whoſe Revenge nothing bat a Humane 
Victim could fatisfe. But whar is more, they-charge us ro make rhis Dearh ſerve. 
to the extinguiſhing of Moratity, and afford matrer of Security ro __— by 
pretenting. 
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preſeming' kt w/ them as = ſheker co cheir Crimes, however eaormious 
de 


I do own, the Scholaftick Divinity hath carried this Notion of Sacrifice 00 
bigh, and ſtretched it beyond irs true intent ; and I do own tes, the abuſe the 
greareft part of Chriſtians make of «, bath givea « {pecious pretence to the 
Deifts OvjeQtion, "Tis eafie ro confure ir, and hew the Injuſitice of is, by 4er- 
tivg forth Chriſt's Death, in the Light of the Goſpel. Thoile who do inend to 
attack the Chriftian Religion this way, coofound the Norions Scripture bath gi- 
ven ns of Chriſt's Death, with talſe Glofſes on them, and do not conſider the 
Reaſons of this wiſe Diſpenſation. The manner bow Chriſt's Death becomes a 
Sacrifice, hath-ſometbing fo great, and fo admirable in ir, that ic mult ſerve to 
eltabliſh, rather rhan ro deftroy rhe Goſpel. 

When the Apoftles began to preach Chrift crucified, mmong the Fews, and the 
Gentiles, cho* their Object of Worſhip differed much, yer the manner of ſerving 
bim was almoſt the ſame ; fince the falſe Gods bad tbe ſame Sacrifices offered in 
their Temples, which rhe rrue God bad in bis own. They did all agree abour 
the necefficy of Sacrifices,to appeaſe God ; for it was a Maxime receiv'd 
the Fews, That without ſhedding of Blood, there was no ſſrow of Sins. Some 
Heathens went fo far, as ro facrifice Humane Victims, Yheir very Children ; 
believing that the more excellent the Victiaa was, the more plcafing it woald be 
ro God, : 

We ſhall not infilt bere roexamine the firft Origine of this Opicion, 'ris enough» 
ro obſerve, that the Preaching of the Goſpel found Men generally prepoficiied 
with ir. God neither expreſly condemns ir, nor approves of it 5 buc like a wiſe 
Director, and skilful Arnſt, be conntenances i, in order 10 make it ſubſerviear 
to bis End, and ro ere the Croſs more eatily upon the Ruincs both of the Law, 
and of Heartheniſh Religion. God by condeicending co the weakneks of Mea, 
comes 10 his great Aim, and puis an end to the barbarous way of ſerving him, 
uſed among the Heathens ; and a ſtep at the ſame time to the Slanghter made 
in all the Temples of the World, which biadered Men from worſhipping him: 
after the rrae manner be required : Therefore he declares exprefly, That be 
looks apon the Dearh of his Son, permined for the great Reaſons atready men- 
tion'd, as rhe only Sacrifice which could pleaſe bim, and procure the Remidion 
of Sins ; provided Men would believe the Goſpel, and chew by « good Life, the 
Sinceriry of their Faith. 

A Man who embraced the Goſpel, finding in Chrsft's Death all the Advan-- 
rages which be hoped to receive from orher Victims, was cafily conyinced of their - 
aſcteſneſs The Anthot of the Epiſtle wo the Hebrews, imcnding to invalideec 
the Law, offers to them chiefly rbe Dearb of our Savioac wnder this-Notion : He 
ſhews them, Tharall rhe Efficacy 'of Levirics/ Sacrifices was nothing, compared 
ro rhe great Ady they receiv'd from Chry/t's Sacrifice : He oppoſes Chreft / 
and his Death,to the Priefts of tbe Law, and to xbe Imperfection of their ViRtios. 
He fays, in a'tnanner, to them, You'fuy, that withrue ſhedding of Bloed, thene #5 +> 
no-Remiſſion of $ins; and here we offer you the Blood of the Son of Gad, which - 


did once for all, whar char of Beafts conldnor do, Ta. > 
God - 


- 


*Pſal.51.17. 


+ Numb.zs, 
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God makes nſe of the fame Name for the Death of Chriſt, which was uſed in 
the Law, 5, e. Sacrifice ; he rejects all the Sacrifices of Brute Beaſts, while be 
honours Chriſt's Death with that Name. W ben David deplores bis Crime, know- 
ing that it could not be expiated by the Blood of any Sacritice, he does nor look 
upon Burnt-Offerings us Sacrsfices, but he gives that Name to * the broken Spire, 
and to the contrite Heart : Becauſe ihe Grief be felt for bis Sin, was more pleaſing 
ro God Almighty, than all the Sacrifices be conid offer. 

God himſelf gives that Name to the Act of Zcal of Phineah, and lers the Fews 
know, That this only Action bad done, what all the Sacrifices could not do. 
+ Phineah, ſays he, bath turned awty my Wrath : And becauſe he was zealows far 
his God, he made an Atonement for the Children of Iſrael. 

Every Act of Obedience is then a Sacrifice in the fight of God, the one more, 
the other leſs ; —_— Death being the matt. pleaſing thing to God, thar ever 
could be, bc4me for that Reaſon, the only and great Sacrifice of th: Goſpel. 
We muſt not faſten this Notion on che Death of Chriſt, as a Paylacal or Nacucal 
Action, bur on the Excellency of it, which confitts in giving bis Life for the 
Glory of God, and the Intereſts of Truth ; this is it which makes it « Sacrifice 
of a ſweet-ſmeling Savghr to God. : 

We maſt obſerve here, that God in condeſcending graciouſly to Mens weak- 
neſs, renders to Chriſt's Performances what they have mericed ; and this is a Se- 
cond Reaſon of this wiſe Diſpentarion. 

Nothing makes Chriſt's Death more valuable rhan-the bigh Eſteem God hath 
for it ; fer if the Glory of the firſt Defign of our Redemption mult be aſcribed to 
God, we muſt attribute ro Chriſt the Honour of having performed what was the 
hardeſt in it. The Death of the Croſs was an Act of a great Patience, of a fer- 


| vent Charity, of a deep Humility, and of a total Obedience: God to recompenſe 


®; Cor, 1.12+ 


it worthily, and ler the World know what Eſteem be had for ſuch an bigh piece 
of Vertue, declares, That be looks upon Chriſt's Death as a Sacrifice, and that 
for bis ſake be will forgive all thoſe for whom he ſhall make Interceflion ; thar 
is, all true Believers, and Penitents. | 

The Fews committed the moſt enormous of all Crimes ; Chriſt did a moſt 
heroick Action in dying for the Truth; and God does a thing anſwerable to his 
Goodneſs, in ſetting ſach a value on Chriſt's Death, and looking npon it as 4 $«- 
crifice, from which he ſmells a ſweet Savour. Hence it is, that S. Paul ſays, That 
Chrift hath been crucified for ns, in ſach a manner as never any Man was. 
* Hath Paul been crucified for you ? Tho Paul,.and tbe other Martyrs, died for the 
Truth, *tis not their Death which confirms the Covenant, and procures the 
Remiſfion of Sins. Chriſt's Death ovly bath this Glory and Advantage ; God 
for its ſake raiſes bim to the bigheſt Degree of Power, and gives bim an 
Eternal Prieftbood. Chriſt glorified not himſelf, to be made an High-Prieft ; but 
be that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee ; He means at 
the Day of bis Reſurrection, when he was inftalled in bis Office, as the Apoftle 
infinnates to us a little lower : Tho' he were a Son, yet learned be Obedience by the 
things which be ſuffered , and being made perfeR, be became by bis Suffering: the 
Author of Eternal Salvation, unto all them that obey him ; called of God, an High- 
Prieft 


C25 ) 
Prieſt after the Order of Melchiſedeck, This ſhzws evidently, that the Notion of 
Sacrifice fixed upon Chrift”s Death, is the Recompence of tis Obedience 3 God 
rakes him into Heaven ro offer there his Blood, which bavitg bees ſhed ro con- 
fira the Covenant, minds God as it were of the Promiſe be ade to forgive, and 
beſtow erernal Life on faithful Believers, for the ſake of his Sufferings, and In- 
rerceflion, * If any Man fin, we have, ſays St- Fobn, an Advocate with the Fa- * 1 76þ, 2. 
ther, Feſus Chriſt the righteous : And he # the Propitiation for our Sins, ftanding ar !,2- 
the right Hand of God, to interceed in our behalf 5 and not for ours only, but 
alſo for the Sins of the whole World. 
Where is here to be ſeen, eicher any Injuftice, or Craeky ? There is bot fo 
much as any ſkew or colour of ir. Which of his Perfections does God violate ? If 
he be the offended Perſon, can he not preſcribe the Satisfaction be defires > F I4 1/4.43.25- 
am he, (ays he, that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake : That is to 
ſay, 1 am he who ſhew Mercy as I pleale. | 
When a rebellious City lies at the King's Mercy, no Body finds fault with the 
General Pardon be grants for the ſake of ſome Perſons, who teſtified their Alle- 
giance by ſome great Action 2 What can a Deilſt ſay againſt God's way of deal- 
ing ? When be looks upon the Death of bis Son as a full Satisfaction, as a Sacri- 
fice in our ſtead, and diſcharges penitent Sianers for the ſake of his Sufferings > 
If God, under the Law, did forgive ſome kind of Sins for Sacritices'offered ro 
him :1f Phineab's Action made Propitiation for the Sins of the whole People ; why 
cannot God accepr bis Son's Death, as # Sacrifice offered for Sins ? His pleaſure 
ſers bis Value on Chrift's Death, by the Eſtimate God bath given of it, being far 
from finding fault with it ; fince all this is done out of Love for us : {| God loved || £2: 4: 19+ 
wu, ſays St, Fobn, and ſent by Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins. 
How great ſoever the Recompence is, Chrift hath received for bis Sufferings, 
this is @ ſolid Truth, That bis Death does expiare no Sins, bur when we do 
heartily believe that the Goſpel was ſealed by bis Blood. We learn thus much 
from Sc. Pau!, who tells us expreſly, That *-God hath ſet forth Chrift to be a *R9m-3-25. 
Propitiation, through Faith in bu Blood. He ſhews, That God never intended 
to be appealed with us, bur when we believe in bis Son's Blood ; that is rv lay, 
when we believe that he died to confirm rhe Promiſes of the Covenant, in this 
fence his Blood js ſaid ro juſtsfie ws, and to ſet ns in the way of partsking of the 
Goſpel's Promiſes : 4 Now, ſays S. Paul, being juſtified by bu Blood, i. e, now be- ? Rom. 5. 5. 
ing approved with God, becauſe we believed the Truth confirmed by bis Blood, 
now being reconciled to hims by the Death of hs Son 3 which, by giving us a Motive Ver. :0. 
in due time, when we were yet without ſtrength, and ungodly, wrought upon ns the ;;;1 , « 
Effect God deſigned, by bringing us ro him ; now, ſays be, we ſhall be ſaved from 
Wrath, we ſhall be ſaved by by Life. Burt if after ſuch a ftrong Motive to Holi- 
neſs, we make void God's Deſign through our Unbelief, and Impenitency , we 
ſhall receive no Benefit by bis Death and Reſurrection. | | 
We obſerve this againſt the Deiſts, who charge us with making Chr:iſt”s Death *PraRt.Ca- 
ſerve to the leſſening of Piety. If Chrift gave himſelf for  w, ſays our great GA wn 
Dr. , Hammond, it was, not that abſolutely or preſently we might be acquitted and, ,. hs 
faved, bus that be might redeem us from all iniquity, from the reigning power, » 
” 
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'wel a Guilt, end that impartiely, of all Iniquity, and purifie us to bimfſelf a 

ber People, xealow of ws works, Tir. 2. 14. Without which Acquiſition of Lal 
and Zeal of Good Works in w, Chriſt fails of his Aim and Defign in dying for us ; 
he #% deprived of that Reward of bu Sufferings, which = mentioned, 1la. 53. 19 

The ſeeing of bis Seed, the having the Pleaſure of the Lord, (which # ſaid to be our 

Santification, 1 Thel, 4. 3) proſper in bu Hand, &c. And if be fail of bis bope, 

much more ſhall we of ours; after all thar Chrift hath done and ſuffered, the impe- 

nitent unreformed Fiduciary ſhall periſh. Chriſt's Death is then only « Sacrifice 
for the rrue Believers, and tincere Profeſſors of Chrittiapiry in their Lives. 

It wonld be a very dangerons Opinion to believe, that Chriſt's Death, is, of 
its own Nature, a Payment to God's Juftice, which rakes away the Guilr of Sin, 
without our fulfilling rhe Cotdirioas of the Goſpel ; far from being a Payment, 
it becomes « Sacrifice, and Satizfa#ion only, becauſe God accepts of it our of bis 
Mercy, and ir expiates no Sins, bur of thoſe who make themſelves remarkable 
by their Faith and Obediencas. God impoſes abſolutely theſe Conditions, to 
binder Men from making of it a pretence ro fin. There is nothing in all this, 
which flatters Sinners, and buſhes them in their Vices ; but on the comrary all, 
encourages them ro forſake Sin, and live yertnouſly. 

If tbe Scriprure tells us, that Chri#t 5s dead for ws, and for our Sins, it fignifies 
by theſe Exprefiions, that Chrift is dead rodeftroy fin 5 this is the firſt and great 
Aim of his Death. Bur we mult obſerve, that theſe ſame Expreſſions 6gnifie 
roo very often, to take away the Guilt of Sin ; theſe are rwo different Effects of 
Chriſt's Death, for not diftinguiſhing of them, the Chriftian World hath been 
tronbled fo long with an nohappy Controverfie, which raiſed ſuch a Miſt, that 
very few bave been able to ſee clearly through it : For tho? both fides are agreed 
in the thing, #. e. That Chriſt died to ſave ws from the /rath of God, and to pro- 
chre our enlargement from eternal Death, by making us good Men, and procu- 
ring the Remiſſion of onr Sins ; yer they ſeek a quarrel, and an occafion of dif- 
ference, where there is no real ground for it ; for they can eafily pur an end to 
all their Controverſies, if they will but apply theſe rwo different Sences, to theſe 
ſame Expreflions. ' 

If Chriftians then would frame to themſelves clear Notions of Chrift'; Death, 
they would ſoon agree together, and avoid to give an occafion to the Deiſt's Ua- 
belief, by their Divifhons. As we have explained here the thing, we lelſen no 
ways the Efficacy of that moft precious Blood ; fince we maintain, that it can 
expiare the Sins of all the whole World, and we afford no occafion to Sinners 
of making it a ence for the ws of Piery. The firſt and great 
of Chriſt's Death, is to make us forſake Sin, by affording us in his Martyrdom, 
a powerful Motive to deftroy it : God will make us believe, and jnfpire into ys 
Vere by that means. After we baye anſwered his Dea, he makes us look 
upon Chriſt's Death as upon a Victim that rurns = bis Wrath ; his Wiſdom 
uſes this great Event ro ſubordinate Ends, if we to anſwer the firſt, the ſe» 
cond will do ns no good, : 

The greareſt part of Chriſtians, for not obſerving this Subordiaation, bave 
.changed God's Method, in bringing for the firſt and principal Reaſon of this 
Deaib, 
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Death, the Expiarion of owr Sins ; whereas, 'tis buitabe ſuborditiate, and a 1+ 
toral conſequence of it. Go4 never looks upon Chrift ; Death as an expiatory a+ 
crifice, if Men do not anſwer is firſt Defign. In a ward, God's Wildom orders 
it for a Proof of the Goſpel, from whence we mult draw a Motive to Holineks ; 
afterwards, odt of his Goodneſs be accepts of i as 4 Sacrifice, and Propitiation, 
knowing that 'this new Notion would be a new Motive, which-calming our Con- 
ſciences, wauld encourage us a-freſh to lead a good Lite. 


CHAP. IX. 
That Chrift's Death is a Deſign very worthy of God's Wiſd-m. Of the Advantages 
| Men receive by it, together with the Greatneſs of the Reward Chrutt bath obtained. 
<4n Qbjetim anſwered. 


] HE plain Account we have juſt now given of Chriſt's Death, and the Native 

Simplicity with which we bave explained the Reaſons cf it, evince evident- 
ly, that nothing bur an infioite Wiſdom conld contrive it : The admirable Ef- 
fects it works upon Mens Minds and Hearts, argue plainly irs Diviaicy, Be- 
fides rhar, the value God bath ſer npon ir, eogetbet with the greatneſs of Chriſt's 
Recompence for his Sufferings, clearly vindicate whatever can be brought agaiuft 
it, Nothbirg conld be mrre wiſely, or better contrived for Mens Salvation. 
All things agree here with the natural Notion we have of an infinitely perfect 
Being. - We reject that Doctrine which repreſents bim more concern'd to pugilh 
Sin, than to reform it, as a fierce and mercileſs Deity, whoſe Revenge notbing 
but Btood could fariate ; and we ſpeak of him under no other Notion, bur thar 
of the mercifulle(t, and wiſeft of all Beings. 

Who, bur God, to whom all the Springs of oor Hearts are known, could 
find a more effetual way to aſſure Mankind of another Life, and reform their 
Morals ? Hope and Fear are the two great Mortives of Meas Actions; the greater 
is the Good we look for, and the more terrible the Evil we fear, we ſtrive the 
more to obrain that, and avoid this. 

God's great Deſign being to make Men hope all Good, and fear all Evil, be 
conld nor give us ftronger Proofs of Heaven and Hell ; unleſs be were to rran- 
ſport us by Turns now into one, and then into the other, If God ſhoald ule ſeach 
means, it would quite take away Faith, Liberty, and even Vere it felf : For 
where is the Man, who having enjoyed orly one Daythe Happineſs of Heaven, 
and felt as long the Tormenrs of Hell, who would afrer (ach an Impreflion, ven- 
tare his Salvation for ſome Temporal Intereſt, or Pleaſare > We muſt allow a 
free Exerciſe to Faith, and to the Praftice of Vertne ; this is the Price God offers 
Heaven at : Exfie Terms, if we but confider what God hath done to facilitate 
them ro us. In Chriſt”s Death be gives us an undentable Proof of his Doctrine, 
and in bis ReſarreQion be ſhews us rhe grear Truth he dies for. 

God intending to make Men holy, could not rake a more effetual courſe ; 
there is nothing hard for a Man, who” believes another Life upon fuch grounds; 


for with ſuch a belp be eaſily overcomes wharever makes oppoſition againſt bim. 
E All 
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All things are then eafie to a Chriſtian, who looks to the bigh Recompenſe which 
Chriſt s Faub and Obedience bave received, and confiders that bis Reward is the 
Rrongeſt Foundation of God's Promiles, and the greateſt Aflurance a true Chri- 
ſtian can have. 
God's Wiſdom hath then ſo well contrived things, that the Croſs ſerves both to 
Mens Salvation, and to Coriſt's Grandeur ; With reference to us, it ſervestoour 
Salvation, by removiug vur Doubts, deſtroying our Vices, and appeafing the 
Conſcience ; *cis altogether a Proof ro make us believe, a Motive to Holinels, and 
a Sanctuary againſt God's Wrath, for broken” and contrite Spirits : With refe- 
rence to ChriF, it ſerves to his Exaltation, or procures bim thele four things : 
1. The Empire of all the World, or the Authority over. all Creatures, over 
Men whom be governs and protects, over Angels whom he commands as be 
*7/11.2.8,9, pleaſes and over Devils themſelves, whoſe Malice be reſtrains: * He bumbled bim- 
20, 11. felf, and became obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſi : Wherefore God 
alſo heth highly exalted bim, and given bim a Name which is above every Name : 
That at the Name of Feſus every Knee ſhould bowe, of Things in Heaven, and Thing 
in Earth,” and Things under the Earth ; and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs, that 
Feſws Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. 
2. The Power of ſending the Holy Ghoſt, or of erdowing Men with the 
$ AZ. 2.33. Power of working Miracles: + Therefore being by the right Hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the Promiſe of the Holy Gheft, be bath ſhed forth 
thu, which ye now ſee and bear. 
3- The Power of procuring Eternal Life to thoſe, who came ro God by him, 
1! 276. 7.25. Or the Priviledge of interceeding with efficacy for them to his Father : || Where- 
fore he # able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come unto God by bim, ſeeing 
he ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them. 


*47.17.3z 4 The Authorny of judging all Men at the laft Day : * God hath appointed a 


Day in the which be will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he 
hath ordained ; whereof be kath given aſſurance unto all Men, in that be hath raiſed 
bim from the dead. 
How great ſ@ever the Power is, which Chr:# bath obrained by bis Death, yer 
God hath reſerved to himſelf three Things ; which being asa kind of Homage, 
. plainly evince, that Chrift derives, and bolds all bis Glory from God's Goodneſs. 
}Mar.13.32. 3. The Knowledge of the Dooms-day : F But of that Day, and that Hour, 
knoweth no Man : No, nos the Angels which are in Heaven ; neither the Son, but 
_ the Father. | 
2. The Prerogative of being by himſelf the Supreme and Head-Judge ax the 
laſt Day, who ſha!l derermine the Fate of all Men ; whereas Feſws Chri#t is only 
to be bis Mouth and Miniſter, dy whom God will prononnce that great and laft 
Sentence, according ta what St. Paw! ſaith, in the famous Paſſage before cited, 
Act. 17. 3+. God hath appornted a day, &c. and Rom. 2. 16. In the Day wherein 
God ſha!l judge the-Secrers of Men, by Jeſus Chrift, according to.my Goſpel. 
2 Fhe Liberty of reſuming the Kingdom into-bis own Hands, after Chrift 
$12r.19.2.4, Bath got a complear Victory over all his Enemies : || Then cometh the end, when 
2%. bt ſhall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father, when be ſhall have 
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put down all Rule, and all Authority, and Power ; for be mult Reign till be hath put 
all Enemies under bu Feet, Therefore the Apottle fays in rhe next Verſes, Thar 
* :ho' God had put all things under bim, it manifeſt, that he # excepted, which * Ver. 27. 
did put all things under bim. He means, that God hath not refigned bis Power 
to Chrift in ſuch a manner, that he cannot reaſſume ir when be pleaſes, be barb 
not put himſelf under him ; that is to ſay, be is always Maſter of his Power, and 
the time will come, that the Son ſhall yield up bis Government, and ſhall him- 
ſelf be ſubje# unto him, as all other Creatares ; and God ſhall be all in at ; that Ver. 23. 
is, he ſhall be then our only immediate Lord and King, whereas he governs us 
now by the Mediation of bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
It may be objected bere, that 'cis very ſtrange, fince Chriſt's Sufferings were 
to be but a ſtep to his Glory, to ſee him tremble, and dread the approach of 
Death more than other Martyrs 3 who, as Hiſtory tells us, went tro Death, bow 
terrible ſoever, with an nodaunted Courage, and even with Joy, tho' their Re- 
compence and Aſſurance fell far ſhort of thar of Chriſt. 
Many Reaſons are given of bis Agony and Conſternation : Some believe, that 
ſtanding in th* Sinner's rom, to ſatisfie God's Juſtice, he groaned under the 
weight of bis Wrath : *Tis very bard to conceive, God angry with our Saviour, 
in that very moment, be ſhews himſelf ready to do the moſt heroick, and the 
moſt charitable Action. Others think, that the fight of rhe Calamiry, which he 
did foreſee about to fall upon the Fews, for their moſt cruel and barbarous ulage 
of him, raiſed Commileration in bim, and cauſed a dropping Sweat over all his 
Body, as the fight of Feruſalem, had drawa Tears from his Eyes ſome Days 
before. 
But to anſwer the Objetion otherwiſe, we muſt obſerve theſe three thiogs : 
1. Tharwe ſee the Death of Martyrs only on the faireſt fide, we do not know 
their ſecrer Thought at the approach of Death 3 Hiſtorians would think, they 
ſhould ftain their Hero's Reputation, if they ſhould not conceal their Weakneſs ; 
they only relate to us what they ſaid upon the Scaffold, or the Pile, at that very 
moment God's Spirit comforted them in a moſt extraordinary manner,or at leaſt 
ar that rime, that baving ſeriouſly weighed all things, they had rather part with 
their Lives, than with-the Pleaſures of Heaven. 
2. We muſt conſider, that Chriſt in bis Agony, was left ro bimſelf, deftirure 
of the help che Martyrs received, and that for a Reaſon very wortby of - God's 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs towards Men : Chri# being to be exalted into God's 
Throne, for bis Sufferings, and ſo to become the Protector of the Church, and 
diſpenſe-God's Power to help thoſe who were to die for his Cauſe ; God would 
have bim to know for a while, the full extent of Humane Weakneſs, that learn- 
ing it from bis own Experience, be ſhould be the ſooner moved ro Compaſſion 
rowards them, that ſhould be expoſed to the ſame Trial. This was a very great 
Inftance of God's Wiſdom ro make our Saviour piry the Martyrs Condition, and 
readier to uſe his Power for their Comfort. This is the true Reaſon of Chriſt's 
Agony, which is clearly ſer down in the Scriprare : * For in that be himſelf bath * Heb. 2.18. 
ſuffered, being tempted. be # able to ſuccour them that are tempted. We have not © + '5- 
an High-Prieft which cannot be touched with = feeling of our Infirmities, but was 
2 1” 
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in all points tempred like as we are, yet without ſin. Hence i is, that be bath az 
quick a Senſe of bis Martyrs Pains, as themſelves bave ; witnels that patberical 
Expreffion : * Saul, Saul, why perſecuteft thou me ? 

If we do confider all the Cwrcumſtances of his Pafſion, we ſhall be convinced 
that upon the Ctofs, which was a moſt cruel and lingring kind of Death, he 
bath ſhewh as mach Conftancy, Patience, atid Greatnels of Courage, as any 
other Martyr. The comforting Words of the Angel, who did, no dottbr, fer be- 
fore him the Glory which was to follow bis Sufferings, the Greatneſs of the Truth 
he maintained, and the Benefir which Mankind ſhould receive by it, made hit 
lock upon Death afterwards as boldly, as he appeared fearful ar firit, 

There is nothing to be ſeen then in the Deſign of this great Event, but what 
is moſt worthy God, and bis infinite Wiſdom, togetber with all the reft of bis 
Perfections ; arid what is more in the Execution of it, nothing can fully the 
Brightneſs and Glory of Chriſt's Patience and Conſtancy, God bath ſhewn us 
here whatever could be expected of bis infinite Mercy, and our Saviour what- 
ever the moſt feryent Charity could prompt him to. 


The Concluſion of the Firit Part. 


FA ltbeno we have given as plain an Account of Chr;/?'s Death es we- could ; 

we have fer down in their Order the true Reaſons of ir, and ſpoken of its 
admirable Effects upon Mens Minds. We have ſer forth both the great Value 
God hath ſer on ir, and the Greatneſs of Chriſt's Reward, The right Knowledge 
of ſuch a wonderful Deſign, is more than ſufficieat, to convince all confidering 
Mev, that Chriftian Religion cannot but be the Work of God. 

I could put an end here to this Diſcourſe, wherein I bave treared of Chri/?'s 
Death with all the clearheſs and ſimplicity of the Goſpel ; but baving ro do with 
Perſons who rather ſtudy ro raiſe new Difficulties, than to examine Proofs, and 
with whom a ſeeming Objection takes more than « folid Reaſon ; zhis very Con- 


fideration will oblige me to anſwer in the Second Part, all the Deiſts. Objections, 


and to ſhew, that Chriſt's Death harb ſo many Characters of Divmity, ſo many 
Marks of an infioite Wiſdom in it, that one muſt be forced ro own, that ir is one 
of the ſtrongeſt Proofs of his Sincerity, and conſequently one of the greateſt Foun- 
dations of the Goſpel, 
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SECOND PART. 
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God's Wiſdom, in Chriſt's Death, vindicated againſt 
the DEISTS. 


C4 B® -L 
An Anſwer to the great Objetion of the Deiilts. 


Frer all that bath been ſaid concerning Chriſt's Death, and the Glory 
attending it, there 1s nothing (o cate as x0 Avlwer the Deiſts grear 
Objection already mentioned, to viadicate God's Action in the gi- 
ving op a Juft and Innocent Perſon to Death, from all Aſperfions 

eher off Cruelty, or Injuitice 3 and further ro ſhow, that God in all thele, 

hath neither wanted Goodneſs, ner injured bis Wiſdom. 

To be convinced of this, we muſt conſider Chriſt's Death as a Trial, which 
God made him undergo, that be: might have an occaſion afforded him by his 
Obedience, to raiſe hina to the highett pitch of Greatneſs a Man can attain to. 
It was a ſhort Trial attended with an Eternal Glory ; and what is more, Chriſt 
was not forced ro it, be was pleaſed with the condition God propoſes to bim, 


and accepred'of it, ro obtain rhe Empire of the World, * M#ho for the joy that * 1b. 12.2. 


was ſet before him endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet dawn at the 


right hand of the Throne of God. 
Had God given him up 10 the moſt cruel Death of the Croſs, out of his Ab- 


ſolute Power, had he not ſo worthily recompenled bim,- and bad Feſws ſuffered 
unwillingly, it might be ſaid indeed,. that God had been wanting to bis Good- 
neſs, and would have dealc with bim more like a Maſter, than like a Father ; 
but the manner in which he bath rewarded bis Sufferiogs, places his Goodneſs 
above the malice of the World. 

Who is the Man, how Juſt ſoever he is, who would not willingly undergo 
ſach a Trial, were it ro be rewarded only with that Happineſs, which God re- 
ferves in common to all the Faithful ? If there be no body, but would be over- 
joyed to ſuffer on this condition, and would not think God cruel rowards him, 
had be expoſed bim to Death for reaſons of leſſer moment than thoſe which 
brought Chrift to bis Trial, muſt we then charge God with cruelty towards bis 
San ? If we cannot, without violating all Rules of Right and Equity, we ought 
much leſs to npbraid him with Injuſtice. 

This is a Maxim, whicb hath mer with a general reception, That volents ron 


fit injuria. Thar is, An injury is not done ro one that is willing to receive it. 
Chriſt's 
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80 procure it his Fatherly tenderneſs ſuff:zred ſo much. 
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Chriſt's Death was not forced upon him, .he ſuffers with a willing mind, which 
clearly evinces that God is no more unjuſt to bim, than a King would be, who 
ſhould permit tbe Death of one of his Subjects, who would generouſly lole his 
Life for bis Country. How hard ſoever the condition was which was propoſed 
to Chriſt, be agrees to it, and willingly gives bimſelf up ro Death. The great- 
n:(s of the Glory which attended bim, prevails againſt all the rorments and bor- 
rors of Death, he undergoes ic freely. ft I have power, lays be, to lay down my 
life, no man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of my ſelf. Where is any ln- 
juſtice to be ſeen bere ? There is not ſo much as any ſhadow of ir, fince Chr:/t 
convinced of the great realons of God, and fatisfied with the recompence pro- 
poſed, voluntarily gnderwent ſuch a Trial- 

Bur if the Wiſdom of God, a Decift will ſay, could find ſome other way to 
ſave Mankiad, why did he expole, wichoat any necefiity, ro ſuch a bitter Death, 
Innocency or Vertue it ſelf ? 

I am not ſo raſh, as ſome Divines are, as to affirm God bad no other way to 
ſave the World, I bave too high Ideas, or Thoughts, of his Iafinice Wiſdom, to 
dare to limit ir. God, no doubt, could have taken ſome other courſe if be plea- 
ſed, to reveal the great Truths Chri/t bath brought to light ; he could bave con- 
vinced Men of them by other means. If we reflect upon God's Wiſdom, we 
may ſappoſe him to have more ways than one of effeCtiog a deſign, fince Wil- 
dom confifts in the choice of the beft and firteſt means to atrain an end, when 
there are more ways than one of doing ir. 

If God's Wiſdom did appear in the Goſpel-diſpenſation, ir muſt needs be, 
that our of many ways he had before him, he bad foreſeen this to be the firreſt 
to produce the defigned effect. There were other means, bur fince God hath 
made no choice of them, we mult either donbr of his Wiſdom, or believe this 
to be the beſt, ſince God pitched upon ir: If it was the belt, he ought neceſſarily 
to make cboice of ir, and that for a reaſon beyond all exception. When God's 
Wiſdom bath once conlidered the ways how to perform a defign, he muſt neceſ- 
ſarily chulſe the fitteſt ro attain bis end 3 otherwiſe it would be a want of Wiſ- 
dom to underſtand rhe beſt, and rake the wort. 

God found nothing berter to convince Mankind of rhe Truth of another Life, 
than Chrift's Death, and Reſurrection ; bis Wiſdom ſeeing no powerfuller mo- 
tives ro Holineſs, than the hope of an Eternal Life grounded upon ſuch proofs, 
he makes choice of them, notwithſtanding the great ob{tacle which lay in bis 
way, that is, the death of a Juſt Man, This obſtacle was either ro be removed, 
or God's deſign to be laid aſide : The wileſt of all means was either needleſs, or 
an innocent Perſon was to die, which is repugnant both ro God's Juſtice and 
Goodneſs. 

What bath God done to take this obſtacle out of the way ? He propoſed ſo 
great a Reward for thoſe few bours of Sufferings, that he made Chriſt yield wil- 
liogly to them ; by that means withour violating either of theſe rwo Perfeions, 
tho' be gave up ro Death Innocency it ſelf, he made a way both for bis Wiſdom 
and Mercy ; and demonſtrated how dear Mankind's Salvation was to him, fince 
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This conſideration takes away the ftrengrh of rhe Objection,and clearly proves 
that tho' God could bave uicd other ways, yet he bath done nothing, but what 
is moit Wile in the choice of this, tho never ſo amazing a way, fince it is the 
beſt ; and be bath committed no Injuitice, fince he bath removed the obſtacle 
which lay in bis way, in ſo advantageous a manner for Chriſt, who willingly 
underwenr-the Death of the Crots. 

This evinces plainly, buw unreaſnable it is to charge God with Cruelty, fince 
he hatb craken away ſo Wilcly, and o Givriouſly, rhe only and great difficulty, 
which could pur a {top io the Execntioa of bis deſign, 


CHA.F. 6 
An Objetion taken out of the Martyrdom of the Atheiſt Vanini, Anſwered. 


FT. there are any Men (o raſh as to undertake ro turn God himſelf our of bis 
Throne, by denying his Exittence, we muſt not wonder if ſome call the 
Goſpel in queition, for want of knowing the defign of it, and infift more on a 
feeming difficulty, thao on the ſtrength of its proots. 

When we offer che Cro(s in this notion of Martyrdom to a Deiſts confidera- 
rion, he rells us preſently, if Arbeiſm had irs Martyrs, as one Ceſar Vanins, who 
ventured to lay down his Life for ſuch an unreaſonable Opinion, to ſhow the 
ftrengrh of his Courage, bow can we ground or relie upon Chriſt's Martyrdom ? 
Fhe Intereſts they bave are both alike ; that is, none art all, they both die, one 
to maintain that be comes from God to reveal another Life, and the other to af- 
firm there is no God, and thart all Religion is but a Cheat 3 which of the two- 
muſt we believe, ſays the Deiſt, Gnce they both give the ſame proof ? 

To ſhow the Martyrdom of the Atheiſt, cannor lefſen the ftrength of Chriſt's ; 
we ſhall make theſe four conſiderations. 

1. We muſt obſerve that Vanini, not knowing bow to reconcile the Exiſtence 
of God with the Chears and Cruelties, for which Religion was made a pretence, 
fell inſerfi>ly into Arheiſm. He rhought that Religion was but a politick Trick ;. 
upor this thonghr, he examin'd the Goſpel only to find out ſome Humane con- 
Ederation in its Author, as Ambition, Intereſt, or the like: But finding none 
of theſe, he was fo ſurpriſed, and ſo puzzled, that he thought more than once 
which Party to adhere to ; fince he confeiſed himſelf, that nothing had pur biar 
to ſo great a ſtand as thar. One may conjecture from this Confeilion, that ro- 
decline the ſtrength, and force he mer wichin the Goſpel, whica deſtroyed the 
foundation, upon which he denied the Exittence of God, he thought he could 
take no better courſe, than ro ſhow the like courage bimſelf, and the contempr 
of bis Life. as Chriſt did : Therefore be makes a reſolurion tro die Martyr for 
Arheiſm, that be might fatisfie bimſelf, that one may ſuffer Death our of meer 
Courage. In the Goſpel be found a Religion eftabliſhed, withour any ſhew of 
Hamane Inrereft, and conſequently bis greateſt reaſon againſt the Exiſtence of & 
God was deſtroyed by this means ; upon this be faces Death, to convince bim- 
ſelf that one might die out of pare Courage, when. a wirnefling 10 the Truth» 
does not force him-ro ir. 2. If: 
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2. Tf this conjecture, drawn ont of his own CorfefNion, be not true, we may 
fay rbzt ris Atheiit ether died wkhour any detign ; or, if it were uae, that 
bh» had a mind to deftroy the Exi:tence of a God in the Minds of Men, he is 
guilty of a very abfurd and foo!ith action. He deprives him{clf of Life, which, 
xccording to his own Principle, is Mans chiefeft Good, and r;ccives go advan; 
rage by it; it 1s a miſerable and wretched folly to loſe all, and be no gaincr. 
Befides, what good could his Death do ro Men ? If once they could be perlwar 
&c4 that there is neicher God, Heaven, or Hell, what broad paſſage wou'd it 
rut lay open to Vice ? fur the perſwafion of a God is a curb or reftraint ro ma- 
ry. "Tis the greatelt Injuitice w the World, to go about ro deftroy Reirgion for 
the abvute which is made of ir. We muſt hear what Chriſt ſays, to be coovin- 
ced, 'Thar if Sincerity and Charity bear not the ſway among Chriitians, their 
Inrereft alone is the ſpring of their Chear, their Pride the caule of rheir Cruelty, 
and the Zeal they ſhow to God is nothing but a pretence, If all the motives the 
Gofpelſers before us, cannot take with the greateſt part of Men, can we beticve 
that Arbeiſm would be more able ro render Men Juſt and Charitable 2 

Theſe cunfiderations evince plzinly, that on what fide foever you bebold 
F'2nirs his action, you wifl fivd it a moſt wretched and nnaccountable one. 
Can they ſay that Vanim's Death was upon either of theſe Accounts, for the yie- 
dicaring of the Troth, or the glory of undeceiving Men 2 But are theſe ſuffi- 
cient inducements 10 make an Artheift our of Love with Life 2 They will ay, no 
doubr, that he bad a mind to fignalize himſelf for bis Valour, and Conftancy 
ro his Teners, as they fa!lly pretend Chriſt did : But what ſtrange way is this of 
making one elf famous ? By ſach an action Yann did juſt like Eroſtratw, who 
barned che Temple of Diana ro make himſelf ralk'd of, What a ſenflels courle 
did he rake" by deny ing the Exiſtence of his God, to ger bim{elf a Reputation ? 
Sach boldnefs is not worth onr Efteem or Admiration 5 but rather ought to be 
look'd upon as the greateſt Infamy and Difgrace. 

Let us now confider the defign of Chri/t's Death, as we have before repre- 
ſented it 3 is there any thing more Heroick 2 He dies to make a'l the World 
know God, and render the glory Cue ro him ; he ſuffers tro confirm the Truth 
of anotker Life, ro ſex up Vercue, and extirpate Vice. 

Can one compare The end of rheſe rwo Martyrdoms without wondering, that 
they would make rhe greateft piece of Polly ſerve to invalidate the wiſeft of all 
deſigns 2 The Atheiſt Tuffers for a manifeſt falſhood ; the Deiſt, who believes 
the Exiſtence of a God, agrees with us in that ; whereas Chr:#t ſuffers to make 
God known ro us in the fu!l exrert of all bis Perſetions, Vanini refilts an opi- 
nion generally received among Men, ,cur Saviour does not fingularize bimlelf 
ſo ; be propoſes nothing new to the World, for the Fews did believe the ſame 
God, and the ſame eternal Life : He tells them only, that he comes from God 
ro give them afſuiances of that Life, and ro ſhow thera the terms on which ir 
was to be obtained, They treat him as an Impoſtor, he dies ro maintain the 
contrary, and that he is truly fert 3; what therefore bath his Death common in ir, 
with rhar of the Arheift, who died to maintein that there is no Deity 

Beſides, the inconſrancy Vanini ſhewed at the Bar, eclipſcs all the Glory they 
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fix upon tharAction ; he denied, and confeiſed by Turns, the Exiſtence of God; 
be rouk, when be was before his Judges, a Siraw from the Ground, aad laid, 
All things, to this very Straw, prove the Exiſtence of a Deity. Chriit was not thus 
inconitant, but always maintained the lame thing with an undaunted Courage. 

3. The Atheiit dies for an Opinion : He could nor reconcile Providence with 
the Actions of Men, in matter of Religion : This Difficulty was a Cloud which 
bid from his Eyes the great Light of Providence. Chri#t, to the contrary, dies 
for Matter of Fact, whole Certainty be was well afſui'd of ; he maintains thar 
be hath receiv'd {ach an Order from the Sapreme Being, his Senſes, his Reaſon, 
the Gift of Miracles be was endowed with, did convince him of it. Had he 
ſuffered Death for an Opinion, one might believe he did it our of ſhew of Cou- 
rage; Whereas that dying for Matter of Fact, there was no likelihood he would 
lole his Lite, bad he not been fully perfwaded of it. If he died, as Vanini, failly 
pretends to ſhew his Courzpe, there is no Reaſon why be ſhould precend to die 
for another end ; he had rov5:d himlelf of rhe Glory of his Sufferiags, by con- 
cealing the true D<(ign of his Death, and inſtead of receiving our Etteem fur bis 
Courage ard Bravery, the Cheat being once dilcoyered, he would have been 
accounted a grand Impoſtor, 

4. The Example of tbe Atheilt, is rhe only Example they can give: But the 
Chriſtian Religion is founded upon the Death of many Martyrs ; C-ri# firlt 
broke the Ice, and h1s Diſciples, plain, undefigning, and illiterace Men, bravely 
trod in the Steps of their Maltcr. 

Had Chri# choſen a Company of Stock Philoſophers, ro make them lay down 
their Lives for the Truth of bis Reſurrection, one might believe they bad ſuffer'd 
for their Doctrine, out of pure Courage, or Obſtinacy in their Opinions, The 
World bath produced (ach Fools, who, to ſhew how they fIighted Paia, threw 
themlelves into the Flames with a ſurprifing Conftancy, as Lucian ſomewhere 
cells us. The namber of ſuch Martyrs bad made bur little Impreſſion upon Men 
already prepoſlefled, that it was nothing bur a vain-glorious Folly in them. 

The choice Crit made of poor illiterate Fiſhermen, on whom (enlible things 
made more impreſſion, than the Glory of being accounted couragious, ſhews 
plainly, that if they ſuffered Martyrdom, the Evidence of the Truth alone for- 
ced them to ir, | 

Is it not an irrational thing to believe, that Chri# and his Apoſtles, edacared 
with {© great ſimplicity, could bave been ſo well taught in S:o:ck Philolopby, and 
arrive at ſo great a b-ighr of it 2 The Recompence Chri# expected for his Suf- 
ferings, and the Promile he made ro his Diſciples for theirs, manifeſt, thar they 
looked upon Pain as a real Evil, and that they were very far from the Senſe of 
the School of Zens. 

From hence we may conclude, that the Evidence of the Truth alone, made 
them undergo Death, and thar their Marryrdoms were as great Teſtimonies as 
Men can give for their Sincerity, which ſhew by the Atheiſts own confeſlion, 


that they were moſt andefigning, and diſintereſted Men, 
F CHAP, 


CHAP... IL. 
An Objetion taken from the Martyrs of falſe Religions anſwered. 


THe is notbing more common than this Objection with the Deiſts : If there 
bave been Perſons, ſay they, who have ſuffered for their Religion, tho ne- 
yer ſo falſe, ye muſt not inſiſt ſo much upon the Death of Chri#, to prove the 
Truth of bis Doctrine, This Proof is equivocal, fince it proves indifferently 
Falſhood and Truth ; a Proof that is to convince Men, muſt not ſerve to main- 
tain an Impoſture : If a Mabometan dies for his Religion, with as much Conrage 
as a Chriſtian for the Goſpel, bow can we diſcern the Truth, when we ſee the 
ſame kind of Proof on both fides ? 

To ſhew that this Objection does nor weaken the ſtrength of rhe Proof Chriſt 
hath given us by bis Martyrdom, we muſt obſerve thele thiee Things. 


1. That we muſt not Took upon the Deaib of Chriſtians, who bave ſuffered 
after the Age of the Apoſtles, as a Proof of their Religion ; ic was indeed, a 
moſt heroick Action in them ; bur 'tis not a Martyrdom properly ſpeaking ; be- 
cauſe they bave-been Witneſſes to nothing they could teitifie : They only gave 
our, that they bad reccived their Religion from their Fathers, who received it 
themſelves from their Anceſtors, and ſo fiom Tradition to Tradition, we muſt 
bave recourſe to the firſt Origine, and examine the Proofs on which depends the 
Truth of our Religion. 

We muſt not look to the Proof of the Sufferings of a Man who Gies for his Re- 
Iigion, but to the Proofs which the Authors of it gave. This is the (tandivg 
Rule by which we muſt judge of a Martyrdom : Otherwiſe, if (uffering for a 
Religion were a Proof of irs Truth, all Religions in the World, tho? never (© 
oppolite, would be true ; for there is no Religion bur can boaſt of its Martyrs, 
and conſequently will ſer up for the true, if ſuch Proofs would do, 

The Martyrdom then of modern Chriſtians is not a Proof of their Religion, 
but only the Martyrdom of the Founders of ir. The Reaſon is evident : Be- 
cauſe none but they that have ſeen the thing, are able to give an undeniable Te- 
ſtimony of ir. 


2, We muſt conſider, that there is a great Difference between dying for a 
Matter of Fact, of which we have been Eye-witneſſes, and (uffering for a Reli- 
gion which we bold upon the Hearſays and Prejudices of Childhood, The De- 
ifts confound theſe rwo Things, and pretend, that Martyrdom cannot be a Proof 
of the Goſpel, fince it proves indifferently Truth, and Falſhood. In this diffe- 
rence, however lies the ſtrength of our Arguing 3 we maintain, that nothing is 
a ſufficient Proof of a Religion, but the Martyrdom of the firſt Founders _ it: 

| ; cauſe 


Becauſe they ſuffer for Things of which they have been Witneſſes, and 'cis im- 
poſſible they ſhould be miſtaken in it. 

A Man of good Senſe may be impoſed upon in Matters of Opinion ; and be 
may be perſwaded 1o far, as to loſe eyen his Life for the maintaining of his Er- 
ror, which he miſtakes for the Truth, if there be People barbarous enough to 
take it from him. A Turk, no doubr, will face Death with as much Courage 
for the Law of his Propher, as a Chriſtian would for the Doctrine of bis Saviour: 
T he Mabometan believes he luffers for a Truth ; for no Body would be ſo bardy 
as to die for a known Falſhood : He is miſtaken, bur 'tis in Opinions, and nor 
in Matters of Fact ; in which laſt 'tis as bard to deceive ones ſelf, as 'tis eafie to 
do ir in the other. Sopbiltry, and falſe Reaſoning, may perſwade our Minds ; 
bur nothing but whar is ſenſible and real can make impreſſion upon our Senſes, 
The greateſt Eloquence can never perſwade a Man, that is but the leaſt befriend- 
ed with Reaſon, that be hath ſeen a thing which be never did. One might cor- 
rupt him indeed, to difſemble for human Intereſt ; bur one can never fully per- 
ſwade bim of ir, and much leſs ro ſuffer Dzath on its behalf. 

From bence we may gather, that a Man may die for a Religion, tho never 
ſo falle ; becauſe he rakes ir for a Truth : Bat a Man will not die to maintain 
manifeſt Falſhood. unleſs he be quite forſaken of all Reaſon. There is nothing 
therefore more unreaſonable, than to conclude, that we muſt not ground upon 
the Martyrdom of thoſe, who have been Eye-witneſles to a thing, becauſe ſome 
have died for a falſe Opinion. 

God in his Wiſnom (o ordered ir, that the Proofs of the Chriſtian Religion, 
ſhould be for the moſt pare Matters of Fact, of which the Witneſſes ought to be 
ſufficiently perſwaded, without the leaft fear of Impofition ; to the end they mighr 
be the leſs expoſed ro conteſt and ſcruple. Theſe Proofs depend upon the Mira- 
cles, the Death, and Reſurrection of Chrift, The Apoſtles have been conſtant 
Witneſſes to all theſe ; bad not their Senſe convinced them, all the Reaſoning in 
the World could not have done ir. 

The Example of Thomas, who would credit no Teftimony, but that of his 
Eyes, proves, that when one bath ſtrong Reaſons for doubting, a bare Teſtimo- 
ny is not enough to perſwade, Had the Apoſtles not been convinc'd by their 
Senſes of Chriſt's Reſarrection, nothing could have perſwaded them, but the 
ſame Proofs they gave to others, If they bave ſuffered Death for witnefling 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, as Chriſt ſuffered ir, ro maintain he was come from God, 
'is an evident Proof they bave been true Witneſſes of ir. No Body can call in 
queſtion this Truth, without believing them the verieſt Mad-men that ever 
lived. 


3. We muſt obſerve another thing, which contributes much to the firengrh- 
ning of their Proof : That it was ſo peculiar to Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, that ir 
was never obſerved in the Author of any other Religion. For neither Numa 
Pompilius, nor Mabomet, ſuffered Death for maintaining ; the One, that he bad 
received his Laws from the Nymph Egeria ; and the other, that the Holy Ghoft, 
in the ſhape of a Dove, bad dictated to him _= Alcoran : Nor did the Diſciples 
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of Mahemet die, to averr, tbat they had 'been Eye-witneſſes of his pretended 
Miracles. 'Tis no Argument, to ite a Mahometn die at this time a Day for his 
Religion, his Deatb cannor be a Prout cf it 5 the Authors of the Alcoran {ould 
have ſuffered, as did rhoie of ive Goipel. 

A Religiun which gets ground by the flaughter of its Enemies, ſeems to be a 
ſabtle Policy, rarker than a I:urh. Ihe blind Submiltion Mahomer requires to 
bis Laws, and thoſe of his Sacceflors, plainly evinces, that his own Intereſt, ra- 
ther than the Salvation of oihers, Was the Hinge of ail his Actions, 

Thc Ciriftian Religion congins nothing like 11,Chraft 1s io tar from requiring 
a biiad Obcdicace, that be exhoris us to examine his Doctrine, and gives us a 
Rule to judge of it: * Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 
Life, and they are they which teſtifie of me. Ard inlteai of deitroying his Op- 
poſers, the Enemies of bis Golpel, be gives bis Followers exprels Commands to 
love tkem, and do them all manner of Kindnefſes, Mas. 5. 44. He gives his 
Life for them, Rom. 5. 10. and exhorts his Dilciples to do the lame ; who did ir 
accordingly. Thcy gave the deareit thing they bad : It a Man can give & 
ſtronger Proof of his Siacerity, let it be made known tous, and we (hall infiſt no 
longer on this. 

One may judge after theſe Obſervations, tbat of theſe two oppoalite manners 
of ſetting up a Religion, the one is only buman and politick, bur the other di- 
vine and heavenly ; and conſequently, that the Martyrdom of the Founders of 
the Goipe!, is fo undeniable a Proof of irs Truth, as nothing can weaken it. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the CharaFters of Divinity in the Death of Chriſt, of the Newneſs of this De= 
fien, and of its Prediction. 


BY oppoling the Rel'gion of Mahomet ro that of Chriſt, we have concluded, 

thar rhe Chritftian Religion contains nothing but what is great and divine : 
Which Truth will appear in all its clearneſs, if we make a few Obſervations up- 
on the excellent Marks of Divinity contained in Chriſt's Death. One cannot caft 
his Eyes upon the Newnels of this Defign, the Prediction God made of ir, the 
grear Wiſdom which ſhines forth in it, the ſwiftne(s of its progre(s, and its dy- 
ration, without being convinced that this is the Work of God. 


1, The Newneſs of this DeGgn ſhews clearly, that none but God could be the 
Author of ir, Men would bave raken another Courſe; for the Vanity and 
Weakneſs of their Underſtanding, had bindred them from laying the Founda- 
tion of it upon a Death ſo ignominious as that of the Croſs. They bad never 
acknowledged a Man for their Maſter, dealt with as the worſt of Slayes, The 
kcandal the Fews take at it, apd the Folly the Greek charges it withal, are fo far 

from 
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from injuring of it, rhat they evidently ſhew, that God alone hath found ont this 
Deſign, and executed it to his Glory, and to the aſtoniſhment of all the World. 

He declared to us by his Propher, * That bus ways and bu thoughts are not ours : * 1[4 55-8. 
That the World might expect ſome wonderful thing at the manifeitation of the 
Goſpel, God ſpeaks thus, after he had given the great Prediction of our Savi- 
our, art the fourth and fifth Verſes of this tame Chapter : Behold I have given him 
for a Witneſs to the People, a Leader and Commander to the People. Bybold, thou 
ſhalt call a Nation that thou knoweſt not, and Nations that knew not thee, ſhall run 
unto thee ; becauſe of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Iſrael : For behath 
glorified thee. Chrift iS the Wunels here ipoken of, who by b's D:ath bath con- 
firmed the Goſpel, and drawn all Mcn unto bim. 

St, Paul had thoroughly weighed the Excellency of this Defign, he under- 
ſtood roo well all the Wildom contained in it, ro believe that Man could have 
ſo much as thought of it. After be had told the Corinthians, that he would 
know nothing among them, fave ChriF, and bim crucitied, be tclls them, Thar 
* Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred into the Heart of Man, the * 1 Cor.2. 9. 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him. Chriſt's Death did lo far 
ſurpais all human Expectation, that even after God bad pubſiſhd ir, he declares, 
* That the natural Man cannct receive it, for it was fooliſhneſs unto him, = 

When a Man conliders the Caules of Mens Actions, 'tis hard ro conceive, they 
could have had Thoughts and Cuurage, to found a Religion at the colt of their 
Lives. Where is the Man, who could gain to himſelf Profelytes, with promi- 
ſing no other Recompence but Crofſes and Milery 2 Fleſh and Blood cannot 
endure that 3 Mahomet did not attract Followers by this means : Men are too 
fond of Life, and its Pleaſures, ro forlake them, unleſs the Truth compets them 
tO 1t. 

If the Fees, from whom we bave received the Goſpel, had themſelves been 
ſole Authors of ir, and publiſhed it of their own Heads, we ſhonld have bad quite 
anatber rhing., Let a Man examine the thing imperrially, and rell us, Whether 
it be likely, that while rhe Fews did expect a triumphing Meſſiah, ſome of them 
bad been fo bold as to propoſe, inſtead of a Conquerour, and « potent King, 4 
Man »f Sorrows, acquainted with Griefs, poor, and at laſt expiring upon a Croſs ? 
Was not this an Object as far from the Ideas they bad of him, as Heaven is from 
Earth * We mutt tben draw this wiſe and true Concluſion, that the Apoltles 
had neverpreached up the Croſs, it the Energy of the Truth bad not freed them 
of their National Prejudices. 

St, Peter, who was the firſt Preacher of ir, never dream'd before that time, 
that it was to be 2 great Foundation of the Goſpel, When Chri# rold his Diſci- 
ples, that be was to be put ro Death , || he began to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far ||) 16.22 

From thee, Lord : Th ſhall not be ynto thee, The ſmart Reply of Chrift ro him, 
ſhews, that bis {lie Piry undermined the Foundation of the Goſpel : * Gee thee * 15id.y.z1. 
behind me, Satan, thru art an Offence unto me : For thon ſavoureft not the things 
that be of God, but thofe that be of Men. This proves, that bare Humanity had 
nv part in this ; which is a thing ſo much beyond all Human Apprehenſion, as it 
forbids us to believe ic was Mens Conrivance. 5 
E 


+ Ibid.v.14. 
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The Croſs is fo aſtoniſhing, that ir makes the Angels themſelves ro wonder ar 
God's Wiſdom, which diſplays it ſelf in to great Splendonr, as they are never 
weary of looking into it, as ſays St. Peter, ſpcaking of Chriſt's Sufferipgs, and the 
Glory attending them. If the Angels thkcmlelves admire ihele things, it follows 
they muſt be new to them, and are the Work of a more perfect Iatelligence than 
theirs. Who, bur the Supreme God, is able by tne Greatnels of his Wonders 
to yield admiration to thoſe heavenly Spirits * Who, but be, can offer them Ob- 
jects worthy their Contemplaticn ? 

The Croſs, I do own, hath been a Scandal to ſome, and Felly to others ; yer 
from hence we draw a Proof of its Divinity, fince notwith{tanding theſe two 
Obſtacles, ir bath been rhe Power of God for Salvation 10 all Believers, and 
cauſed admiration in all thoſe which have fathomed the Wiſdom of its Rea- 
ſons. 

We muſt then be convinced, that fince the Croſs bath beeh ſo wuch gain-ſaid, 
and yer hath born up ſo well againſt irs Oppoſers, it muſt neceſſarily be the 
Work of God. What likelihood was there, that any Man ſhould be found fo 
bardy, as to ſer up a Religion upon a Foundation, which all Men both deſpiſe 
and abhor ? 


2, We muſt obſerve, that bow new and ſurprifing ſever this Event be, yer 
it was not fortuirous, or unforeſeen. Chriſt, according to the Scriptures, was 
the Lamb ſlain before the Foundation of the World. His Death had been foretold 
by many Prophecies, whereby God inſenfibly prepared the Minds of Men for 
ſach an aſtoniſhiog thing. This being his Maſter-piece, he hath given out more 
Predictions of that, than of any of the reſt of admirable Events, which were to 
happen under the Goſpel ; and what is more, be bath delineated it in ſuch a 
lively and circumftantiated manner, that no Body can mils of applying it ro 
Chriſt. 

+ 5 foreſeeing the thing would be extraordinary, makes it known long be- 
fore, that when it ſhould be made manifeſt, Men might yield their Belief more 
eafily to a thing foretold in ſo expreſs a manner. 

Here is another part of Providence to be confidered in the moſt eminent of 
theſe Prophecies ; which is, that they could not bear a literal Sence, nor bave an 
accowpliſhment in the time of the Prophets, as the moſt part of all other Predi- 
Ctions, which point at the Meſſiah. | 

God foreſeeing the Scandal the Fews would take at Chriſt's Death, nor only 
acquaints them with it: I lay in Sion a Stumbling-ſtone, and Rock of Offence : 
Bat be did endeavour to hinder them from being offended at ir, by forecelling 
them clearly the Deſign of Chriſt's Death, its Circumſtances, the Conſequences 
of it, together with the Reward attending ir. 

One cannot bur pity the Fews, when one ſees the Pains they take to explain 
the 53d Chapter of 1/aiah, to relate only ro Iſaiah, or Feremiah ; the curious 
Strokes, by which the Holy Ghoſt bath delineated our Saviour, are too lively 
and noble to ſerve for any other. The Death of Iſaiah was ſo far from being an 


- Oblation for Sin, that it was one of the Cauſes of their Ruin, 


Moreover, 
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Moreove, is there any probabiliry,, that rhe Impriſonment of Feremiah, a 
thing very common among the Fews, who uſed to deal ſo with their Prophets, 
ſhould be foretold in ſo pathetick a manner. One may find ſome Similicudes, bur 
ſo few, that they cannot make a ſufficient Proot ro perſwade us, that the Holy 
Ghoſt intended to ſpeak of him. 
Abarbanel, a very learned Few, hath confeſſed ingenuouſly, that one cannot 
with the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon, expound any Verſe of this Chapter, by apply- 
ing ic ro that Prophet, 
The Prediction in the Ninth Chapter of Daniel, points out the coming of 
the Meſſigh, his Death, and the two great Effects of it, viz. the aboliſhing and 
propiriating of Sin, too poſitively to be applied ro any other : * Seventy Weeks * Dan 9.24. 
are determined upon thy People, and upon thy holy City, to finiſh the Tranſgreſſions, 
and to make an end of Sins, and to make reconciliation for Iniquity, and that by the Ver. 26. 
cutting of, or death of the Meſſiah. . 
No more can that place in the 22d P/alm be applied ro David, but after a fi- 
gurative, or I may ſay, very far-{trerched manner. The Holy Ghoſt hath de- 
{cribed the Authors of Chriſt's Death, the Kind of ir, and the Circumſtance, 
with ſo lively Colours, that 'tis impoſſible not ro ſee the lireral fulfilling of them 
in Chriſt dying upon Caivary: * The Aſſembly of the Wicked have inclofed me, * Pal. 22. 
they pierced my Hands and my Feet ; they look and ſtare ujon me ; they part my **» "7+ 1 
Garments among them, and caſt lots upon my Veſture. 
One cannot affirm the ſame of theſe? Predictions, as of the $1b;0;n Oracles, 
-and ſay, they were made after the things were come to pals, The Jews, who 
were the Chriſtians greateſt Enemies, were the firſt Receivers of God's Predi- 
ions, and have them by them to this Day. God had a peculiar care of their 
preſervation for many Ages, that they might juſtifie them ro be true Prophecies, 
againſt thoſe which ſhould call in queſtion the Teſtimony of Chriſtians, who 
maintain out of them, that Chriſt ought ro ſuffer, and bis Death to be the main 
Deſign of God, 
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CHAP: 


Of the WWi/dem of Gd, or Reflexions upon the Und:ſigningneſs of the Author of 
tio8 Geſpet. 


 þ HE wie Contrivance of a Deſign appears, when the ame Action ſerves to 
many Ends, which anſwer exaCt!y the Author's Intention. The Croſs of 
Chrift, as we bave ſhewa, perſwades Men of the Truth of another Life, affords 
God the opportunity of demonitrating in Chriſt's Perſon the Truth of the Reſur- 
rection, encourzges bis Diſciples 10 itutfer for the ſame Caule, and offers Man- 
kind a poawerſui Motive to Holinets. 

Every Lincement thews the heavenly Hand that framed it, and all of them 
together, do fully fatisfie us, that none bur the moſt accurate Hand of a moſt 
wiſe and infinite Being, could have pourtraited {uch upon the Croſs, Ir muit 
be he who can create Light out af Darknels, who conld rurn Infamy into Glory ; 
it mu't be, I ſay, God, who could make fo baſe a Puniſhment ſerve ro fo Noble 
and {0 Great Ends, Can one believe, that ſo great a Delign can be a Work of 
Falihoud 2 And that Impoſture, which from its beginning bath ſuch mean and 
intereited Proſpects, ſhould bave for its End, T bings ſo glutious, and ſo worthy 
of admiration ? 


"3. Beſides theſe wonderfal Ends, there is yer another Reaſon, which diſco- 
vers the full Extent of God's Wiidom in the Dilpeniation of the Goſpel, and ers 
it above the Sub:lery and Cenlures of the D-ilis, God was plealed to found the 
Goſpel upon the Death of its Authors, that we ſhould not attribute its Eſtabliſh» 
ment tro Humane Proſpects of Adyantages. He bath removed all Occafions of 
Incredulity, and profane S-ofiogs of Men, and wilely raken another may to re- 
veal the Goſpel, different fiom that by which the Law was delivered, that none 
might object ro Chriſt, what he foreſaw would be objected ro Meſes. 

The Lawgiver of the Fes, the Deiils ſf:y, was a $kilful Politician, Pharaoh's 
Court, wherein he was brought up, had rvo well acquainted him with thoſe 
Arts, The Deſign of aggrandifing bis Family, made bim rake up the Cloak of 
Religion ; during his Lite be retained the Sapreme Power, and gave to his Bro- 
ther the Prietthood, which was the greateſt Employment of the State, and pro- 
cures to the reft of his Family, the belt of the Country ; that is, the Tithe of 
ail, wichour any trouble ro themſelves, It was the Fews Intereſt, ſay they, ro 
ſuffer themſelves ro be deceived : Becauſe it was an Honour to their Nation, to 
publiſh, That God had revealed bim(ſelf ro them in fo glorious a manner, while 
he bad lcft all the reſt of the World in Darkneſs. 


I do 
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I do nor pretend ro refate here, the Kdalice and Impiety of this way of Rea- 
ſoning, *tis not the Defign of this Tract: his is a tbingalready done by learned 
Men, and I will refer tbe Reader to the admirable Reflexions of the moſt learn- 
ed Dr. Alix, npon the Five Books of Moſes, to prove the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion 3 wherein be anſwers in a mott profound manner, all thoſe kinds 
of Objections. All that we have to add, is, that ſach Objections cannot be 
made againſt rhe firſt Promulgers of the Goſpel. 

The face of things is bere quite changed, and God deprives Impiety of all 
Power todo hurt. Chriſt, far from obtaining any greatneſs upon the Earth, de- 
ſpiſes it; be_bid bimſelf, when they were about to make him a King ; he bath 
neicher Riches, nor Temporal Employments, ro beſtow _=_ his Diſciples : 
On the contrary, he promiſes nothing but Crofles, and Perſecutions in this 
World. This is the Glory be prepares for bis Followers : If any one will come 
after me, let bim take up bu Croſs, and folow me. What Defign of Intereſt can 
they challenge him with 2 He loſes bis Life for the Truth, and requires bis Fol- 
"975 ED Where are here any carnal Defigns ? where lies the 

olicy of it ? | 

Had Chrift been Maſter of much Riches in this World, had be enjoyed its 
Greatneſs, bad be fought as Mahomee did, to maintain bis Undertaking, and 
placed bis Religion on the Pummel of his Sword ; bad beeftabliſh'd a Hierarchy 
like that of the Reman Church, had he given to bis Apoſtles an Abſolute Power © 
over Kings, and PP of the Earth, and the Anthority of abſolving Subjects 
from rheir Oath of G_ 3 bad be commanded them blindly to follow his 
Dodtrine, and ſer upa Tribunal of Inquifition, to puniſh Rebels and Uabelie- 
vers ; balf an Eye might ſee, that bis Religion was the Work of a Man, and 
ther an immoderate Ambition, rather than the Love of Trath, was the chief 
Inducement to his Actions. - 

The greateſt Mark of Sinceriry a Man-cad give, is the Undefigniogneſs of his 
Actions ; for when & Man ſees the Autbor of a Religion, neirber atrending to 
the raifing of bis Fortune, nor that of bis Followers ; when his Defign can be 
ſuſpected of no Humane Intereſt, then one may reaſonably think favourably of 
ſuch a Doctrine. Bar when one obſerves, how far Chri#t, and bis Apoſtles were 
from being intereſted, when one ſees them expoſe themſelves to the Hatred of 
the cbief of their Nation, and ro the Rage of a blind Rabble, and quit even 
their Lives, rather rban to forſake their Doctrine ; 'ris a convincing Proof, that 
the force of the Truth was the only thing that put them apon it. 

There is not "then the leaſt ſhadow of Human Project or Defgn, to be 
found in the Apthors of the Goſpel : Vaninz, that infamous Atheiſt, was forced 
ro own thus much. © One cannot object here, that they had a Miod ro get them= 
ſelves a Name. What new way of Glory is this, to ſuffer fach ſhamefal Deaths, 
as rendered them moſt vile and contemprible in the Eyes of all Men ? Can any 
one imagine they ſaffered willingly ro maintain an Impoſture ? But can it emer 
any Man's Thoughts, that Chriſt, whoſe Conduct was fo prudent, and Ioftita- 
tion ſo boly, had done a thing which the worſt of Men would not dare to com- 


mir ? We muſt then conclude, that bis PSY comes up to the reſt = = 
ue, 
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Life, and own it an Action of Sinceriry, and Courage truly beroick, which made. 
him look upon Truth as a thing dearer than his Life, 

The ſame might be affirined of the Apottles : ls it likely, that poor Fiſhermen 
had forlook their Nets, and infamous Publicans their Office, to go and publiſh 
a manifeſt Falſhood, and maintain it at ſo dear a rate as the loſs of their Lives ? 
We mult all agree, that their own Senſes bad well (atisfied them of the Truth of 
Chrift s Reſurrection ; and coniequently, that there is nothing more certain than 
their Teſtimony of it, 

Theſe Reflections might be enough to convince any confidering Perſuns, that 
Chriſtian Religion is truly the greaz Work of the Deity. Men being to be per- 
ſwaded of the Certainty of another Life, God could effect it no betrer way, than 
by making the firſt Founders of the Goſpel Martyrs for it, 

Such management could not fail of taxing with Men, who are naturally in- 
credulous, and inclined tro judge of ather Men by themſelves. The Cheats 
which intereſted Men bad vented in Religion, had roo much avgmented the In- 
credality of others; Prieſts ia all times gained no (mall advantage from the 
Weakneſs, and credulons Superſtition of Men : The manner of Idolatry's firſt 
Riſe, and afterwards its Entertainment in the World, argues it to be nothing 
but Human Contrivance, hence it is, that Men of Reaſon ftand {© much upon 
their Guard, and prove ſuch Scepticks : Therefore ſomerhing oppoſite to theſe 
Delufions was neceſſary to conviace them. l 

The place that. moſt required. the Croſs to be erected on, was the Theater of 
Idolaers Impoſture. ; the Priefts of falſe Gods did notoriouſly abuſe the Simpli- 
city- of the People ; their Temples eccho'd forth nothing but falſe Oracles, which 
Covetoulacls and Fraud had ſuggeſted : Theſe things were the cauſe, why the 
infivitely, wile God: founded Chriſtianity on the Deazb of its Authors ; be made 
them lay down their Lives, the chiefeſt of all worldly. Goods, that their Unde- 
Ggningnels might vindicate them from all Suſpicion of Impoſture. God takes 
contrary Metbods to the Aﬀerters of Idolatry, to demonſtrate the Divinity and 
Excellency of bis Religion. When a Man goes beyond another, Intereſt is his 
only Ain : But when he acts for the Truth, he diſregards bis owo Imeereſts, pre- 
ferring it to all thiogs,even to his own Life ; this is very well known to all Mea : 
Hence ir is, that God takes from the Authors of the Goſpel, all proſpect of 
worldly Advantage. 

One muſt be bur liule befriended by. Reaſon, to aſcribe to mean and low 
Forefghts, a Work eſtabliſhed onthe loſs of one's Life. He is witfully blind, 
that ſees nor kere the Finger of God, and the Depth of his Wiſdom. 

This is fo aſtoniſhing, great, and wiſe an Undertaking, that we cannot bur 
acknowledge it the Work of God himſelf ; for if we confider its Cauſe, Effects, 
and Manner of its. Execution, there is notbing in all theſe, but is worthy of its 
Autbor, and the faireſt Characters of a Divinity are ſo eafily. (pied in it, rhat we 
can by no means ſuſpect it ta be the Work of a Mortal, 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of the ſwift Progreſs of the Goſpel, and continued Duration of it, 


HE Saviour of the World well knew the EF-Ct bis D-ath would bave up- 77 Fourth 
on Men, or the Sirength of the Proof of bis Martyrdom : * If I be lifted up » 5,;, ,, 
from the Earth, I will draw all Men unto me. Thu Feſw ſaid, ſignifying what 32, 31. 


Death he ſhould die. The (wift progreſs of the Croſs, ſhewed the exact accom- 
pliſhment of this Prophecy. How great Perſecutions did the Apoſtles meer 
with from the Rage of the Fews and Heathens, equally intereſted to oppoſe a 
Religion, which could nor be eftabliſh'd, but upon the Ruins of heirs : Nor- 
withitanding this, the Croſs flouriſhed every-where, it triumphed over the Law, 
and Idolatry, at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch Places, where it could be leaſt 
expected. 

be Authors of the Chriſtian Religion, did aot appear in a rude aed unpo- 
liſhed Age ; Chriſt was born in the Age of Auguſtus Ceſar, and crucified under 
the Reign of Tiberius ; and when the Sun of Righteouſnefi licit ſhone forth, Rome 
was in its Splendour, and could boaſt of the moſt exact Politezels ; and Athens, 
at the ſame time, was the Mother of Sciences : Theſe places the Apolties choſe 
to ſound forth tbe Goſpel in. They pirched npon no By-places, the moſt famous 
Cities both in the Eaſt and Weſt, were the Theaters from whence they publiſh- 
ed their-Dodtrine, and made ſuch Progreſſes in them, as to eftabliſh in moſt of 
the Heathen Cities, very large and flouriſhing Churches, 

In the Second Century, Tertul;an obſerves; in his Apology, an Anthemtick 
Writing, that the Number of Chriltians was ſolgreat, that they filled the Armies, 
the Cities, the Palace, and even the Senare it (elf, 

Were the Chriſtian Religion an Impoſture, bow can we conceive it could 
make ſuch Progrefies > What we find reported of the Miracles and Sufferingsof 
the Apoſtles, muſt neceſſarily be rue, confidering the ſpeedy Effect their Tefti- 
mony bad on the Miads % en. 

Ar this time a Day, if a Number of Fiſher-men, pretending to In{piration, 
ſhould undertake to ſer up a new Religion, 'ris very plain, they conld not in fo 
enlightned an Age as this is, have any proportionable Progreſs with that the A- 


les bad. 
Poke Monks, who, doubtleſs, are ſomething more ſubtle than unlearn'd Fiſher- 
men, could not accompliſh ſuch a n, netwithftanding they nadertook ir in 
a time of Darkneſs and Ignorance : The ſpeedy Supprefiion of their Eternal 
Goſpel, or cxconemy of the Holy Ghoſt, as they impiouſly called ir, tbo upbot- 
den by the potent Order of the Facobins, ſhews, that Impoſture can thrive but 
very ill, when purſu'd as vigorouſly as this was, when attacked by the Parlia- 


ment of Pars. 
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Burt ro bring Examples nearer bome : In the Reign of King Henry the 
Third, one procuring tive Wounds to be made in bis Body, in reſemblance to 
the five Wounds in Chriſt's Body, pretended to be the Chri/#, and had gotten a 
Woman that took upon ber to be the Virgin Mary 3 who continuing obfticate in 
their Madneſs, were adjudged to be immured, and ſhut up between two Walls : 
And there was an end of them. * 


In Queen Elizabeth's Time, Hacket, born at Owundle in Northamptonſhire, a 
mean Fellow, of no Learning, all on a ſudden, rook upon bim a ſhew of won- 
derful Holineſs, did nothing bur bear Sermons, and getting Scriprures by Hearr, 
and counterfeiting Revelations from God, and an extraordinary Calling, grew 
to be magnified by certain zealous Miniſters ; and eſpecially by one Edward 
Coppinger, (a Gentleman of a good Family) and one Arthingron, that they ac- 
counted him as ſent from Heaven, and a greater Prophet than Moſes, or Fobn 
the Baptift ; and finally, that be was Chriſt bimſelf, come with a Fan in bis 
Hand to judge the World. And this they proclaimed in Cheap-fide, giving our 
that Hacket participated of Chriſt's glorified Body, by his eſpecial Spirit, and 
was now come to propagate the Goſpel over all Europe, and to ſettle a true Di- 
ſcipline in the Church of England, and that they themſelves were rwo Prophers, 
the one of Mercy, and the orber of Judgment, with many ſach incredible Blaſ- 
pbemies : Whereupon Hacket was apprehended, arraigned, and at laſt banged, 
drawn, and quartered, continuing all the time, and at bis Death, bis blaſpbe- 
mous Aſſertions. Coppinger, a while after, ſtarved himſelf tro Death in Priſon. 
Arthington repented, and made bis Recantation in a publick Writing. Thus 
fell their Impoſture, | 


From hence we may eefily conclude, That had not the GoſpeL been the Work 


of God,” the manner of its propagation bad put a ſudden ftop to ir. Other means 
bave been uſed to eftabliſh Falſhood : For Impoſture commonly owes its Progreſs 
and Eſtabliſhment only to Force and Violence: When the Authors of ir bave the 
Power on their fide, it cannot be refiſted and oppoſed, bur with evident Dan- 
ger. 'Tis well known, bow Mahomet at firſt eſtabliſhed bis Religion ; he oppo- 
ſed Force againſt Force, and Army againſt Army : The Alcoran bad not been 
known in many places, had not the Creſcent beeu figſt ſer up ; and Conſt antine- 
ple had remained Chriſtian to this Day, bad it not been affaulted and taken by 
Mabomet the Second. 

The Goſpel was not ſettled io the World by fach means; Chri# crucified bad 
obrained an almoft univerſal Empire in the World, before Conſtantine came ro 
the Throne. The Progreſs of the Croſs was not beholding to any earthly Power 
or Afiſtance: For God would not have bis Work attributed to an Arm of Fleſh, 
and rke Effect of bis Infinite Wiſdom, to the Fortune of War : For this 7 :sfon 
be gave the Founders of the Goſpel up 10 Death, and eſtabliſhed Re!igiun by 
their Martyrdom, being far from ning any Violence in the accompliſhing of it ; 
which plainly ſhews, that the Swifcneſs of its Progreſs, flows only from the Force 

of 
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of the Truth ; fince that which in all probabilicy would be irs rnine, ſerves to the 
eſtabliſhing of it, 

David plainly forerold this great Event :. The Stone which the Builders refuſed, 
# become the Head ſtone of the Corner : And hath been cemented to its place with 
Blood fo firmly, as all the Gates of Hell could not prevail againtt ic. Violence 
could do no more than erect on this Foundation, many fair Temples to the God 


of all the Warld. 


The Continuation of the Goſpel's Progreſs, plaialy evinces its ſwift Effet, to 1,4,; s. 


be a good Proof of its Truth ; for tho God our of bis juſt Judgment ſometimes 
permirs an Error to prevail, ro puniſh the Contempt of the Truth ; yer his Pro- 
vidence, at one time or other, puts a Period to it, notwithſtanding all Violence 
uſed to upbold ir : Whereas true Religion withitands all the Malice and Rage of 
Men. They that, put Chriſt, and his Apoſtles to Death, no doubt iatended to 
extinguiſh rheir Doctrine with their Lives ; and had nor the Croſs of the Saviour 
of the World been a moſt clear Proof of his Sincerity, it bad cauſed the Raine of 
the Goſpel ; bad not the Apoſtle's Death convinced Men of the Truth of their 
Undertaking, their DoCtrine had been buried with them long ago. 

There is nothing more fatal ro Impoſture, than the Death of irs Authors ; 'ris 
a Trial ir cannot ſuſtain : For who is be, who knowing bimſelf ro be impoſed 
upon, would andertake its Defence. The miſerable End of ſo many falſe Me/- 
fiaſſes, which appeared before and after the coming of the true, is an evident 
Proof of what we bave (aid before ; and their ſad Fate is more than ſufficient ro 
convince all Men of Reaſon, tbat fince Chr:i/t, tho dealt with after the ſame man- 
ner, bath mer with better Reception, 'tis an Evidence be was truly ſent from 
God : For had his Goſpel been the Work of a Man, it could never have refitted 


the Violence done againft ir. 


The famous Hiftory of the Impoſtors, Thudss, and Fuds of Galilee, who 
boaſted themſelves to be the Meſſiab, had never reached onr Ears, had not Ga- 
maliel, and Foſephw, mentioned them, as fad Examples of [Impoſture. The wile 
Dr. Gamaliel was not ignorant, that Impoſture is nor able to continue long ; fince 


he tells the Fews : * If tha Counſel, or ths Work be of Men, it will come to nought : * Aft.5. 33, 


But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it. The Maxim of this great Maſter 3% 
proved true ; Providence watched over his Work, and the Duration of the Go- 
ſpel, is an evident Proof of its Truth ; for God had never concerned bimſelf for 
its preſervation, had it been an Impoſture ; witneſs the Example of Ben Corba, 
who aſſumed the Name of Barcocevab ; that is, the Son of the Star, ro makethe 
Fews believe he was the Star (poken of by Balaam. 

This falſe Meſſiah, ſeduced ſo great a Namber of the Fews, that if Heathen 
Hiſtory did not mention: it, it had been impoſlible to believe it ; be made fad 
havock with this Croud of miſerable People, he cauſed many Chriſtians to deny 
Chriſt, and put an end to many others, by diſmal Tortures. Burt at laſt the Em- 
peror Adrian, ſeeing this Miſchief ger Head, thought ic wortby of bis Preſence, 
and fo appeared art the Head of an Army, fought, and defeated bim with ſuch « 
Victory, 


of 95 
Vittory, that the Fews were never able to recover. Never had Impoſture fairer 


Beginnings, and (witter Progretles, yer being an Impoſtare, it came to nothing 
together with its Author, who drew after bimihe Ruin of all the Nativn, 


Let one but conſult the Hiſtory of the Turks, and he will Erd there the Tra- 
gick End of many of thele faile Meſſiaſſes, or their ſhamelu! turving of rheis Re- 
ligion, to the end they might decline the Puniſhment due to their Impoſture. 


There was about Six hundreds Years ago, a certain Few called E! David, who 
gave out that be was Chrift, and drew a great many Prolelyres after hiai 3 upon 
whicb he was apprehended, and brought before an Arabian Prince 3 who aihed 
him, 1Vhbat Miracle he could do, to convince him that he was not an Impoſtor * To 
which he anſwered, Sir, cut off my Head, and in a little trme you ſhall ſee me alive 
a5ain, Which he ſaid roprevent ſome greater Torments, which be feared would 
be inflicted on bim, for deluding the People . Whereupon the Prince replied, 
A greater Sign than thy-thcu canft not give ; and therefore, if after I have bebead- 
ed thee, thou recovereRt to Life again. both T, aud all my People, and all the World, 
ſure, will acknowledge thee to be a Meſſenger from God. And prelently he com- 
mar:ded bim to be Beheaded, and there was an End of the Cheat; znd lo there 
would doubtleſs have been of the Chriftian Religion, if Chriſt's Death bad not 
been the Work of Gad : For he ſaid to the Fews, who required a Proof of bis 
Mifſion, juft as this E! David laid, Deſtroy this Temple, and in three Days 1 wil 
raiſe it up. TJpon this I take all the Credit of my Dotrine ; they rook bim art 
bis Word efrerward : Had his Death nor been a Proc of his Sincerity, and had 
be nor been raiſed from the Dead, his Crucifixton had doubtleſs bad the fame De- 
tiny, as the Tragick End of ſo many falle Meſſiaſſes, which bath buried both 
their Dignity and Undertaking with them. 


If the Foundation ChriFt bath laid on bis own Blood, remains firm, *cis becauſe 
it was built upon the Rock of Ages, that is, upon God's immutable Decree. No 
Religion was ever ſo expoſed ro the Rage of Men, as the Chriſtian ; the Devil 
never ſer upon any Undertaking with ſo great Violence, as be did on this ; yer 


the Goſpel remains. Feſus Chriſt # the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever. 


His DoGtrine ftill enlightens a great part of the World ; the moſt crugl Perſe- 
cations, and the Death of ſo many Martyrs have bur made ir thrive the better ; 
What other Reaſon can be alledged for irs Duration than this > Thar it is the 
Work of God for which he concerns bimſelf in fo peculiar a manner, 
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CHAP 
Some ObjeRions againft the Duration of the Goſpel anſwered. 


T will doubtleſs be ſaid, that we muſt not infift upon the Duration of the Chri- 

(tian Religion, or go about to prove its Truth thereby ; fince that of Mabo- 

met bath ſuſtained ir (elf for theſe ren Centuries, norwirh(tanding it be no more 
than a Human Contrivance. 

We anſwer, There is a vaſt Difference berween the Eftabliſhment of Mahbo- 
met's, and the Chriftian Religion ; that at firſt rriumpbed by Farce of Arms over 
all the Obſtacles be mer with 3 Mabomet gor Victories,. rook Towns, and ſpread 
his Religion with his Power : But the Chriſtian Religion was only propagated by 
the Blood of its Authors; the Goſpel bare the Brunt of earthly Porentates, who 
left no Stone unturn'd to ſaffocare it at its Birth 3 'tis from irs good ſucceſs it had 
under Perlecution, that we draw the farce of our Proof. , 

Had Mahbomet's Religion been at its firſt beginning expoſed ro Violence, bad 
its Authors been Marcycs.inflead of Conquerours, its good Fortune and Coninu- 
ation might bere bave been objected wich good Reaſon ; for then Impoſture 
would bave had the Glory of with{tanding Violence, and ſuffering Perſecutiom: 
One cannot with Reaſon oppoſe its Duration to that of the Goſpel, and by that 


- go about to weaken the force of our Proof, ſeeing nothing of this Nature ever 


happened. | 

'Tis no wonder to ee a falſe Religion live,ſeeing the Profeſſors of it are not in- 
ſtructed in the true one ; Men of themſelves cannor forſake their Errors, unleſs 
they have lighr and help towards ir. Were the Chriſtian Religion offered-in all 
its Purity to Mahometans, the Goſpel would ſoon take place of the Alcoran ; for 
"tis well known, that Mabome:'s Religion is nothing, but a Compofition of the 
Goſpel, Law, aod Heatheniſm, intermix'd with many Fables. They embrace 
indeed part of the main Truths, and go fo far as to acknowledge Chrift for the 
Meſſiah ; yer they will not believe he was crucified ; they afficm be was taken 
into Heaven ; and the more enligbtned among them, do even prefer him to Ma= 
homer, There was ſome who ſuffered under Splymen, for aſſerting, that Maho-> 
met was but his Servant. 

It were very cafe to bring over to the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, Perſons wha 
tave ſo high Conceptions and Eſteem for its Author. Were the Chriſtians that are 
among them not Idolaters, wereChriſt's Doctrine preſented tothem in irs Primitive 
Simplicity, and the Defign of bis Death clearly explained, the Scandal they take 
at it would ſoon ceaſe, and it would not be ſo hard a matter ro make them good 
Profelyres ro the Truth : Bur while the Chriſtian Religion appears in ſuch an ugly. 
Shape, as ir does among thoſe of the Greek Church, there is no likelihood ro per- 
ſwade them to it, A 
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'Tis farther objected, that fince Fudaiſm bears up its Head againſt ſo much 
Cruelty and Oppreflion, as it hath mer with, we mult nor ſtand fo much upon 
the Duration of the Goipel, and upon the Trial it bore, fince this Example 
flews, that Obltinacy bath @ greater ſhare in the maintaining of a Religion than 
the Truth it ſelf. 

Ic is obſervable firſt, that God defigning to aboliſh the Ceremonial Law bath 
aCtually abcliſhed ir 3 except the Circuncition given before Myſes, and ſome otber 
Puritications, all the reſt is of no ule at this Day : For God baving confined the 
Obſervation of that Law to Feruſalem, and ordained for Priefts only Aaron's 
Family, it appeafs be bath aboliſhed the Efſencials of ir, and incapacitated the 
Jews for the practifing of it, by turning them out of that place, eraſcing their 
Temple, and confounding their Genealogies. 

Secondly, The Fews Religion was no Impoſture, it was as well as the Goſpel 
the great Work of God : Fews worſhip the ſame God with the Chriſtians, oblerve 
the iame Moral Law, and believe the ſame ReſurreQion, and the ſame Future 
State, tho' they are deficient in not embracing the Proofs Chriſt hath given of 
them: 'Tis no wonder then, God ſhould leave fome Remains of his Works 
among them, and permir-them to continue under Afﬀictions, fince their preſec- 
vation lerves as a Proof to the, Chriſtian Religion. Tb6 they be the greatett E- 
nemies of Chrittianity, they affirm God bath promiſed a Meſſiah out of the Fa- 
mily of David, who ſhould call tbe Nations to the Knowledge of the true God ; 
and they preſerve very ſcrupulouſly the Prophecies of God concerning this great 
Redeemer, together with his ſeveral Characters ; which are fo evidently found 
in Chriſt, as to vindicate Chriſtians in their acknowledgement of him. 

Add to theſe Conſiderations, that St. Paul baving foretold at the Eleventh Cha- 
pter to the Romans, the Fews coming over to the Goſpel after all the reft of the 
Nations ; their Preſervation being far from leſſening the Proof we draw from 
the Duration of the Goſpel, gives us a favourable Opinion of it ; and doubtleſs 
it will be one Day one of the greateſt Proofs of its Truth, when the reſt of this 
Prophecy ſhall come to pals. 

'Tis then no wonder, that they have been preſerved in the midſt of ſo many 
Perſecutions, fince their Religion comes from God, as well as onrs, with theſe 
two Differences, that their Ceremonies were but for a time, and only inftirured 
for chem 3 whereas the Chriſtian Religion was made for all Men, and defigned 
to continue to the World's end. 

This is the Reaſon why ir was neither given in ſo ſolemn and tremendous a 
manner to a ſingle Nation as the Law was, nor eſtabliſhed by force as Mahomet's 
Religion ; God by degrees fonnded it upon undeniable Proofs, and fitted ro Mens 
Underſtanding : Tbe Authors of it bave given their Lives for it, that the World 
ſeeing their Sufferings, and confidering that they alone bad the Strength and Ho- 
nour to withſtand them, ſhould be convinced of the Divinity of the Goſpel ; 
Gnce ir bore vp it ſelf ageinſt the Means, which never uſe to fail in the deſtroy- 


ing Falſheod and Impotture. | 
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CHAP. VIII. 
More Objetions anſwered. 


A Frter all that bath been ſaid, no Body will be ſo unreaſonable, as to diſpute 
{\ the Death of Chrift, and bis Apoſtles, ro maintain the Truth of the Go- 
ſpel, under prerence there have been whole Szcts which denied the Sufferings of 
our Saviour ; and to ſay, that we have no Authentick Records of the Death of 
thoſe generous Martyrs we ſpeak lo much of. 

'Tis true indeed, we muſt own, there bave been ſome Dilciples of Cerdo, 
Marcion, Valentinus, and Manes, who being ignorant of the great Deſign of 
Chriſt's Death, could not conceive how be ſhould be crucified, without doing 
wrong to God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs. They had rather conceive bim with- 
out a real , than own he had loſt his Life ; and anſwered the Objections ta- 
ken out of the Goſpel, by afferting Chriſt's Body which was feen, was but a Phan- 
rome, or empty Apparicion, and that he was crucified only in appearance : We 
will ſuppoſe none would now maintain ſuch a Chimera ; it would bur tire cur 
Reader's Patience to anſwer ſuch Trifles. 

Mahomet takes contrary Mealures to bring the Death of Chrif into doubr, 
which are as fantaſtical ; he is ſo bold as to maintain, that Chriſt was not cruci- 
fied ; and tells us, that Fudas in his likeneſs was put ro Death in bis room, while 
Chriſt eſcapes, and is taken up into Heaven. -We ſhall not wonder at this Im- 
poſtor's Boldnels, if we reflect on bis De6gn ro head a Party ; therefore to at- 
tain his Ends, be (ers up a Religion, which bad nothing in it at the firſt Fght thar 
ſeemed unpteaſant, or grievous ro be born, He drew up a Body of Doctrines 
which did equally ſmile upon both Fews and Chriſtians, But becaule Fudaiſm 
prevailed in Arabia, he borrowed more from the Law, than from the Goſpel ; 
ordained Circumciſion, and rook away the Death of Chr:i/#, as the great Scandal 
to the Ferrs, He draws out of the Goſpel nothing, but what might ſerve ro 
Chriſt's Honour; and aflerts mm his Alcoran, that he was the promiled Meſſiah, 
and was taken np into Heaven ; be denies he was crucified berwixt two Thieves ; 
he rhovght however this Vacancy was to be filled up, and finding none more de- 
ſerving of it than Fudas, who betrayed his Mafter, he places bim berwixt the 
Cairifs, ro puniſh him for ſo foul a Crime. 

Meh:met's raſh Afertion is fo far from injuring this Truth, as to ſhew on the 
contrary, that Chriſt's Death is the Work of an Infinite Wiſdom ; for Man 
takes another Ccurſe than God bath dcne, when he deſigns to ſer up a Religion 
for bis own Intereſt, Mahomer was more politick, than to lay the Foundation 
of his DoErires vron a Death ſo infamous as that of the Croſs ; Humanity bath 
quite other Proſpects, therefore this Impoſtor propoſes nothing in his A/coran, 


which might affright or ſcandalize the World : But on the contrary, be ſtews 
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- the faireſt Gideof Things, and leaves ont of the Goſpel whatſoever might ſeem 


* 1Cor.2.14. 


unealie or ungrateful to bis Protelytes, Man's Intellect is r00 limited to pene- 
trate as far as God's ; then he is ſenſible of bis Weakneſs, when he is put upon 
it to extract Light out of Darkneſs, Glory out of Iofamy, and Life out of Deatb, 
for theſe are things above his reach ; hence 'ris, bar for want of diving into the 
Deſign of God,be condemns. it, becaule ke is not acquainted with it 5 and whar 
is more, be boldly ventures to challenge it with Folly : * The natural Man recei- 
wveth not the things of the Spirit of God 3 that is, the purpoſe of God im Chritt's 
Death : For they are fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. 

Mahomet bad never dared ro deny Chriſt's Death, it being fo Authentick a 
Fact, bad he been acquainted with all the Reaſons of ir ; for if God's Reaſons in 
ir were rightly underttood, one ſhould diſcover too many Marks of Divinity in 
ic, to call it the leaft in queſtion ; that Teſtimony born ro the Truth was fo be- 
roick, as to deſerye the bighefſt admiration. 

As to the Apoſtles, one cannot diſpute their Martyrdoms. for the Goſpel, 
undcr pretence there is nu E:ftory that affords us: Authentick Proots of 
them, 

'Tis the fame thing to ſer up a ridiculous Pyrrhoniſm, as ro 3 in queſtion 
Fi&s written by contemporary Authors, tranſmitted ro Pofterity by a conſtant 
Tradition. Is there ary thing more Autbentick than St. Stephen's, and St. Fames's 
Martyrdom mentioned in the A#s Does ary thing carry greater Anthority 
with ic, than the Perſecutions of St, Paul, whom St. Luke, in the Clcſe of bis Hi- 
tory, leaves a Priſoner for maintaicing the Reſurrection, by preaching that of 
Chrift ? Clemens, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, rogetber with other Au- 
thors, informs vs, That the Apoſtles died Martyrs, with as full aſſurance and 
ſarisfaQtion as we can defire to bave of any diſtant Tranſaftion, No Body ever 
went about to doubr cf it, but thoſe who being pinch'd by the Reaſons of their 
Adverſaries, oppoſe meer Evaſons to decline the ftrength of che Blow, 

The laſt ſpecious pretence that can be made, is, that they were juſtly puniſh'd 
as Innovators in Religion, and moſt dangerous People capable to perplex the 
State, and aboliſh the rwo moſt ancient Religions of the World. We readily 
grant this laſt ro be their Deſign ; that is, the pulling down the-Jewiſh and 
Heatheniſh Religions, the Event plainly ſhews it : But the Queſtion returns, 
Whether it was of themſelves, or of God ? If of God, the ObjeQion falls of ir 
ſelf for this Reaſon, that we muſt rather obey God than Men, whatever Trou- 
bles we may be accidenral Cauſes of, 


If they ſay of themſelves, there occur many Inconveniences, it will be their 


Buſineſs ro make us underſtand, how Perſons of ſo boly Life, and wiſe Doctrine, 
cou'd be ſo raſh as to loſe their Reputation, and even Life ir (elf, ro aver things 
they never were Wirmneſles of. 

They muſt rake ſome Pains to reach us, how a Company of illiterate Fiſher- 
men, could reſolve to leave their Families, and Employments, to go up and 
lown the World, to preach up an Error, of which they were convinced that ir 


was lo. 


They 


They muſt perſwade us, that their Progreſs was not fo irange, and that it 
was eafie for them to accompliſh their Detigns, how chimerical and raſh ſoever 
they were. 

They muſt prove to us, How an Impoſture, againſt which all the World is up 
in Arms, can ſubfilt, nowwithttanding its Ambors, and their Profelyres, bave becn 
moſt cruelly put to Deatb ? 

They mult alledge a good Reafon, Why falſe Meſſizſes, who for their 
time had more Followers than Chrift himſelf, con!d bave mer with fo little 
ſucceſs ? 

They muſt diſcover ro us what was their intear, if they did nor preach the 
Truth ? For let a Man be never fo much deſerted of his Reaſon, we muſt ſup- 
pole him to have ſome Debgn if be {oles bis Life, rather than to forſake bis Te- 
ſtimony. 

They muſt anſwer all theſe Difficulties, to weaken the force of the Proof we 
draw, from the Death of the Apoſtles, ro maintain Chriſt's Reſurrection, and to 
diſpute with Reaſon the Verity of the Goſpel ; otherwiſe we ſhall ſurely think, 
they doubt of ir only to fatisfie the Vanity of being thought the Monopoliſers of 
Wir. 
Many Perſons doubr, without ever reflecting on the Proofs of rhe Chriſtian 
Religion, they think, that we bave no other afſurance of another Life than thar, 
becauſe i is revealed : They do not conſider, that the Eſſence of Chriftianicy, as 
ro Manters of Fairh, depends on the Proofs God bath giverf us of a future Stare ; 
'tis upon the Teſtimony that our Saviour hath born to the Truth, and upon thar 
the Apoſtles bore to his Reſurrection, that our Faith is grounded ; it is nor 
grounded then upon a bare Revelation, as the Deiſts prerend,bur upon moſt cer 
tain Matters of Fact. 

We have the beſt Aſſurances in the World, that God bath ſpoken to Chri# ; 
the main D-fign of the Goſpel is co prove this Truth, and the End of Revelation 
is ro perſwade us of ir. Were we once convinced that Chrift came from God, 
there would be no difficulty in all the reſt ; the Idea we bave of an Almighty 
God, eaſily diſſolves all the Objections that can be made againſt the Reſarre- 


ion. 
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CHAP. IX. 


That the Goſpel in the Greatneſi of its Promiſes, and in the Force of its Proofs, ſets 
forth nothing, but what # mo#t conformable to. Reaſon, and moſt worthy of the moſt 
perfeft Being. 


F a Man will take the leaſt rronble to examine what is already ſaid, he will 
find that Chr:/?, and bis Apoltles are the only Authors we bave conſulied, fince 
whatſoever we have faid is grounded upon Texts of Scripture, and upon the 
Deſign of rhe Goſpel, There is nothing here that is repugnant to Reaſon ; God's 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, the Intereſt of which the Deiſts pretend ro 
maintain, being far from receiving the leaft Injury, ſhine forth with all their 
Splendour, 

We know we have not here to deal wich Atheiſts, Perſons unwortby of onr 
Notice : Bur we diſpute againſt thoſe who acknowledge a moſt perfect Being, 
and who pretend to eſpoufe the Caule of Reaſon ; ler rhem acquaint ns wherein 
the Goſpel in che manner it is here repreſented, is incompatible with any Perfe- 
tions of the Supreme Being, and contrary to any Notion of common Senſe 2 

The Goſpel propoſes norhing to ts, but the Knowledge of God in the fall ex- 
rent of all bis Perfections ; the Wiſdom of God's Conduct, his Infinite Goodneſs, 
the Excellency of bis Laws, and the Greatneſs of bis Promiſes, difcovered to ns 
in it,are as it were,ſo many Mirrors,wherein we may contemplate the Perfections 
of rbe Deky. The poſitive Aﬀfarance be gives us, that be will one Day juſtifie 
his Providence and Dealings with us, affords us as bigh Conceptions of bis Jaſtice 
and Power, as could beexpected. 

If the Chriſtian Religion comerh up to the Idea all rational Men have of God ? 
It in the choice and force of the Proofs,tbe Goſpel preſents ns with notbing, bat 
what is moſt worthy his Wiſdom, what Reaſon bave they to doubt that this is 
bis Work ? 

There is no Religion in the World, which affords Men more clear Ideas of 
God's Infinite Perfections, than the Chriſtian : What conld more evidently de- 
monſtrate his Greatneſs, than the Recompenſe the Goſpel ers fortb, the Means 
- to aſſure us of ir, and the Condirions required ro obtain ir > By Faith God will 
have us to rely on bis Power, and truſt in the Verity of bis Promiſes, and by 
Holineſs r6tranſcribe his Pattern, that no impure thing may approach bits. 

Man loſt himſelf, for calling in queſtion, againſt all evident Reaſons, the cer- 
tain Threats of Death God made vpon the eating of the forbidden Fruit ; and 
God will have bim to make Amends for his Incredulity, by believing a ſeeming 
impoſſibility : He firſt doubtedyGod's Power of raking away his Life, and now 
he muſt believe, God will raiſe bis dead and conſumed” Body ar the laſt Day ; 
thus be keeps up his Power and Glory together, with the reſt of bis Perfections. 


He 


(5s ) 
He ads here as a Supreme Being, yer he condeſcends to onr weaknels, like « ' 
moſt clement Father ; iace he forgets aotbing ro - produce in us that Faith 
he requires, and preſents us with whatever may make impreſſion on us, 

Firft, He takes Adam out of the Dult,that we ſhould not doubt, that be who 
bath formed ns our of Clay, can reſtore os again, when by Death we are re- 
lapſed and turned agaia into it, Second'y, Having threatned Adam to reduce 
bim ro bis Primitive Duſt, be prgmiles a Redeenfer co aſſure him, that he would 
one Day free bim from that State. Third'y, He tranſlates holy Men ro Heaven, 
as Encch and Elijah, to ſhew this was the place he had ſet apart for the Reward 
of Vertne. Fourthly, He raiſes the Dead before ever the Reſurrection was 
preached to the World, that be might induce Men to believe it more cafily, 
when Chri/t ſhould bring it ro light. Ar laft he lends the promiſed Redeemer to 
give us undonbred Proofs of it ; Chriſt works Miracles, raifes the Dead already 
corrupted, and gives by his Death the greateſt proof of his Sincerity that conld 
be given ; God raiſed him,to ſhew in bis own Perſon, the Truth ſealed by his 
Bloo4,and ſends the Witneffes of his ReſurreRion throughout all the World, ro 
confirm by their Miracles, and loſs of their Lives, their Teftimony : Is it podſi- 
ble nor to diſcern here the Finger of God, but to attribare ro Men a Work which 
ſo well ſaftains it {ef, and comprehends fo grear Wiſdom in it ? 

One may ſee by this little Eſſay, wherein Chri?'s Death is ſer forth with great 
Simpliciry, rbar the Croſs, which at firſt Gght is a Scandal ro ſome, and Folly 
ro others, is the effect of a molt Infinite Wiſdam ; we ſhall only need to confider 
its Reaſons to. be convinced of tir, 

There is nothing here, but we may reaſonably agree to; God is not an unjuſt 
Maſter, to require of Men a blind Obedience : All rhat he bath done for our 
Salvarion being grounded upon wiſe Reaſons, and the greateſt Perfections, he 
expoſes ir to the Judgment of all the World : He wonld bave us believe with 
Reaſon ; for if he reveals another Life,he backs his Revelation with Proofs, and 
will have us to examine them, that we may admire his moſt wiſe Condu@t. 

Men are afraid to bear the rouch, when they bave propoſed ſome Tenets in 
Religion ; they are very angry with thoſe, who go about to diſcover their weak 
fide ; rhey require an implicite Faith : Bur God deals otherwiſe with ns, bis A+ 
ions and Words being grounded apon bis Ecernal Reafon, there can proceed 
nothing from this Source, in the leaft to eclipſe bis Glory, Examinarion being 
far from diſcovering any Imperfection in Revelation, ſerves only to the manifeſt- 
ing of irs Greatneſs and Excellency. 

God knows, that the more clearly we fee into a Defign, the more we admire 
the Wiſdom of the Author : For this reaſon Sr. Pau! wiſhed to the Epheſians, 
That the Eyes of their Underſtanding might be enlightned, that they mighr 
know the fall extent of God's Wiſdom in Chriſt Jefas. If a Man ſhould propoſe 
to his Hearers Things beyond their Comprebenfion, be would,no doubr, pat chem 
to the Bluſh, and make them think meanly of themſelves ; bur one ſhould nor ar 
all admire bis Wiſdom, becauſe not concciving what he ſays, o1e conld nor-be 


able to jadge of it. 
'Tis 
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'Tis a common Maxim among thoſe of the Reman Church, that to be faith- 
fal, or a goud Chrittian, one mult believe implicitly 5 bar to be a Philoſopher, 
one mult ſee clearly. They advance his Maxim'to maintain the Work of Men, 
that of God needs not ſuch a:fittance. I own, one mu:t blindfold bimſelf to be - 
a Papilt 3 bur God does not require we ſhould pur out cur Eycs to be Chriſtians : 
Nothing being in the Goſpel, but whac is moit wiie, be wall haye us co examine 
it, that we may give bim Glory with Reaſon ; for were we forced to a blind Be- 
lief, our Behet would be withuut KReatun, and we could never know God's Wil- 
dom in this exceilent Diſpeniation, and publiſh it upon govd grounds, 

Tbe Goſpel then bath no:bing in it, but what is abiolutely wile and reafona- 
ble : The Deifis anbappily believe our Faith is only grounded on the Auttoriry 
of him that ſpeaks to us 3; what we bave {aid of the great Defign of God in the 
Death of Chr:i#, ſhews, that if we bave given our Atlent to it, "tis not implicitely, 
but as Perſons who bave the full uſe of their Reaſon ; we verily believe, that 
this great Event contains nothing, but what is very conſonant to Reaſon, aud 
agreeing moſt perfectly with the Ideas we have of the greateſt Goodneſs, Wil- 
dom, and Power. : 

We demand of thoſe that deny Revelation, and pretend withal ro own a moſt 
perfect Being, How they can conceive that n.infinie Goodneſs hath never com- 
municated it elf to intelligent Creatures, bur by giving them their Beings * Do 
they think, that it did not endeavour to procure them all the Happineſs they 
were capable of enjoying ? 

If they believe God to be infinitely holy, can they imagine he would not love 
Holineſs in Men, and that he hath been wanting to inſpire them with the firreſt 
means for tbe attaining of it ? | 

If the Deiſts believe a moſt infinitely wiſe Being, can they ſuppoſe that God 
hath creared Man on'y to exerciſe his Power ; and foreleeing them about to rc= 
turn ro Daſt, he bad taken no care to re{tore and renew the molt perfect of all 
his Works ? 

If they acknowledge him to be juſt, how can they reconcile the Adverfity of 
good Men, with the Proſpetiry of Bad, if he does nor one Day rectifie all things, 
and render to every one according to his Works ? 

Laſtly, If they own him to be infinitely powerful, what difficulry can they 
pretend to find in the Reſurr-cion ? The ſame God who hath framed us out of 
.nothing, is he not able to raiſe us out of the Du(t, and give our Bodies their pri- 
ftine Figures ? If they belizve him Omniporent, they cannor deny Reſurrection ; 
2ll the Queſtion is, Whether God will raiſe us agaio* And what Reaſon haye 
we to donbr of this ? Since he hath ſent Chri# on purpoſe ro acquaint us with 
bis Will in this, and to give us ſuch ſufficient Proofs of ir, as all the World might 
feel their force, and confels their excellency, 
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The CLOSE. 


AT the beginnicg of this Tract, after baving ſpoken of the Cauſe of the Un- 
belief of the Deilts, and endeavoured ro tree 'em of the Miſt which binders 
them from ſeeing the Croſs of Chrift in its proper clearneſs, we have given juſt 
Ideas of it, and ſhewn, that ir agrees with the main De6gn of God in the Go- 
ipel. God intending to convince Men's Unbelief by undeniable Proofs of ano- 
ther Life, found nothing fitter for it, than the Death of him that proceeded from 
him ; be cauſes his own Son to expire upon the Croſs, to.maintain the Truth of 
what he (aid, to convince the World, that for the very Truth he underwent fo 
grievous Sufferings : We have proved from places of Scripture, this was the chief 
Reaſon of his Death. 

We ſhewed alſo, that God fo ordered it, as to take occaſion by railing his Son 
from the Dead, to give in an ocular Proof of the Truth he died for. We 
bave proved, That God's Debs being to eſtabliſh Chriſt's Reſurrection, the 
great Proof of the Goſpel, by the Blood of Martyrs, notbing could be more pro» 
per to encourage them to ſuffer for this Truth, than the Example of their Ca- 
prain. We made it appear, that God yielded him up to Death, to make us good 
Men in proſpect of a furure Happineſs confirmed by ir. 

Afterwards we endeavoured to give juſt Notions of his Death, conſidered as 
a Sacrifice, and to convince the Deiits, that tho God looked upon it as a Vidtim 
in our room, Yet there was nothing in all this, that encourages Sin, or charges 
God with the leaſt Imperfection. 


In the Second Part we have weigh'd the moſt conſiderable Objetions, and 
vindicated God's Wiſdom in Chriſt's Death, by demonſtrating the plain Marks 
it had of Divinity. 

If the Croſs of Chri# was duly confidered in the manner we preſented ir, both 
the $candal raken at it, and the Folly it is charged with would ſoon be removed, 
and the Croſs efteemed the Work of the fublimeft Wiſdom. They condemn 
things before they know them, they prejudge the Marter, and then proceed to 
paſs Sentence on it, without taking the trouble ar all ro examine ir. 

After all that bath been ſaid of God's great Defign of Chri/t's Difintereſtedneſs, 
which forced an Atheiſt ro own ir, a Witneſs nor to be rejected on this occafion ; 
if after all theſe things, they will not believe Chrr/?'s Death to be the Work of 
God, let them examine themſelves, Whether the Depravation of their own 
Hearts, bath not raiſed theſe Difficulties againſt ir, rather than their pretended 
Reaſon ? They will not forlake their Doubts, becauſe they cannot reſolve to 
mortifie their Aﬀections ; and they know very well, that Belief, witbout-a good 
Life accompanying it, makes us the more guilty before God. m 
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* ff one would ferioufly conſider, that the Study of Religion, and the Scarch 
- after the Sovereign Good, is a thing of the molt ablclure'neceflity, and wor- 
thieſt of an bonett Man, they would doubtleſs make it tbeir chiefelt Employment. 
If God from all Eternity bath always been comeiving to make us bappy, 'tis ve- 
ry reaſonable we ſhould beſtow ſane few Hours ja meditating of it. The greateſt 
Buſineſs of Life is bere concerced, together with all the Intereſt of Men ; if we 
loſe the Opportunity in this World, we ſhall never find it in 8nother ;_for bere is 
rhe place, in which we can only perform what God reqaires of us towards onr 
Happineſs ; if our of Unbelict and Impenirency we abuie the Means of Grace, 
we ſhall be deprived of all bis Promiles, and experience the Rigour of his te- 
vereſt Threarnings. 

T heſe Confiderations enght to make deep imprefſion upon #ny ration! Man, 
and make him duly conſider, rher he cannot take too tmach care for a thing of 
fo great importance. God hath done for our Salvation, wharever could be ex- 
pected of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; Man muſt take ſome pains in it, and exa- 
mine the Revehation from its Source, the Scripture ; he muft endeavour to di- 
ſtinguiſh the Voice of God from that of Men, and take care to acquire to himſelf 
a true and ſolid Judgmem, with a Gncere and Hearr ; on our Choice and 
Management, depends our Erernal Happineſs or 'y : If Chriſtian Religion 
then only ſhews as the Wey to Salvarion,and the fare-Means to obrain it, it ovght 
to be the very firſt Subje&t of our Meditation and Care. The manner aftcr 
which we have deſcribed ir, ought to ingage Men to irs findy, fince we have on- 
ly offered ſuch Proofs, whoſe Wiſdom and Evidence may be exfily known by 
Examination. 

It is my hearty Prayer, that they, who /rifl now, bave ſtood our againſt this 
Great Tratb, revealed after jo wonderful! a manner, may be ſo convinced of it, 
thar their Conviction may torn to God's Glory, and ro their own everlaſting Sal- 
vation, Amen. 


